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Introduction to the

CURRICULUM

How do elections work? What does the President do all day? Who decides where stop
signs go? What is Labor Day? This curriculum will answer these questions and many more.
Uncle Sam and You guides your child on an engaging tour of American government. He or she
will learn about elected leaders and everyday citizens, all of whom have an important role to

fill in making our country work.

Uncle Sam and You Curriculum Package

The basic curriculum package for Uncle Sam and You includes:

* Uncle Sam and You, Part 1 — This book has seventy-five lessons, designed to be

completed in one semester.

* Uncle Sam and You, Part 2 — This book has another seventy-five lessons, designed to

be completed in one semester.

*  The Citizen’s Handbook — This book is a collection of original letters, poems, songs,

stories, and other writings related to civics.

* Uncle Sam and You Answer Key — This book has all of the answers needed for the
assignments included at the end of the lessons, the activities in the Student Workbook,

and the questions and quizzes in the Lesson Review.

Additional Products

To make this curriculum a rich experience and to make it usable with children from grade
five through grade eight, we offer three additional products:

Uncle Sam and You Student Workbook — This book has puzzles and other handwork
activities which review information learned in the daily lessons. These are designed for
younger students and for students whose learning style fits these kinds of activities.

Uncle Sam and You Lesson Review — This book has daily questions, literature review
questions, and weekly quizzes, designed for older students. We expect that students will use
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either the Student Workbook or the Lesson Review, but your student can complete both if you
prefer.

Uncle Sam and You Literature Package — This is a selection of eight literature titles that
complement the lessons in Uncle Sam and You. These books can be purchased from Notgrass
Company as a package or individually. You can also obtain them from another source such

as the library, a bookstore, or an online source. You can use any unabridged edition of these
books.

* Lincoln: A Photobiography by Russell Freedman (Units 5-6)

A Letter to Mrs. Roosevelt by C. Coco De Young (Units 10-11)
Brighty of the Grand Canyon by Marguerite Henry (Units 12-14)
Basher Five-Two by Scott O’Grady (Units 16-17)

Misty of Chincoteague by Marguerite Henry (Units 18-19)

The Long Winter by Laura Ingalls Wilder (Units 22-24)

The Wright Brothers: How They Invented the Airplane by Russell Freedman (Units 25-26)

L D A . . . S o

Lost on a Mountain in Maine by Donn Fendler (Units 29-30)

Notes for Parents on the Literature Selections

We carefully selected literature for Uncle Sam and You that is upbuilding and won’t assault
your faith or sense of decency. We intentionally excluded many titles that did not meet our
criteria. Some of the ones we included have a few words or references that we want to tell you
about before your child reads them. We want to let you know in case you want to do some
editing or choose to read a book aloud to the student and skip over inappropriate words. We
have listed here only the books in the literature list that have minor content issues.

Lincoln: A Photobiography by Russell Freedman — “As president he had been denounced,
ridiculed, and damned by a legion of critics” (page 30).

Brighty of the Grand Canyon by Marguerite Henry — A few uses of dang/danged (pages 72,
88, 100, 124)

Basher Five-Two by Captain Scott O’Grady — Captain O’Grady discusses an article he read
about “The Will to Survive.” It told of two people lost in difficult circumstances. One had the
will to survive and did for several days; the other gave up quickly and committed suicide.
He shows how the latter was definitely the wrong course.

Lost on a Mountain in Maine by Donn Fendler — As he tells his story, Donn uses the word

“Christmas” as an exclamation of surprise several times.
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How to Use Uncle Sam and You, Part 1 and Part 2

These two volumes are the core of the curriculum. They give you and your child all of the
information you need in order to use Uncle Sam and You on a daily basis.

These two volumes contain fifteen units each for a total of thirty units. Your child can study
Part 1 during one half of the school year and Part 2 during the other half. Each unit has four
lessons. At the back of each book are fifteen lessons on America’s patriotic holidays. If you
want your child to do five lessons per week, the holiday lessons can be used as a fifth lesson;
or they can be used on a family night so that Dad can join in.

At the beginning of each unit, an introductory page gives a list of the lessons in that unit
and a list of the additional books the student will need while studying that unit. Following the
introductory page are the daily lessons. Students can read these on their own, or you can read
the lessons aloud. The lessons are richly illustrated. The student’s learning experience will be
greatly enhanced if he or she is encouraged to examine the illustrations closely. They have
been carefully selected to be an integral part of the learning experience.

At the end of each lesson is a list of several activities. Students are not necessarily expected
to complete all of these activities. You may choose which activities you wish to assign. Subjects

of the activities vary from day to day, but they include:
* Thinking Biblically assignments
Creative writing assignments
Vocabulary assignments
Short research assignments to look something up or ask a family member

Assignments to draw a picture or take a photograph

L D A .

Reading assignments from The Citizen’s Handbook or a literature title

* Assignments in the Student Workbook or the Lesson Review

How to Use the American Holidays Lessons

An important part of civics is celebrating holidays with family, friends, and communities.
Since families who homeschool can schedule their school year in many different ways, we
designed Uncle Sam and You so that you can choose when to study the various holidays. If
you start the curriculum in January, you don’t want to study Thanksgiving in April! We
arranged the holidays in chronological order from Independence Day to Inauguration Day in
Part 1 and from Martin Luther King Day to Father’s Day in Part 2. Each holiday lesson has a

corresponding family activity. These are found in the section after the holiday lessons.
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How to Use 7he Citizen’s Handbook and Literature

At the end of many of the daily lessons, the student will be given a reading assignment.
Some of the assignments are taken from The Citizen’s Handbook and others are taken from the
literature we recommend to go along with the course. Your child will know exactly what to

read each day.
How to Use the Student Workbook

Students using the Student Workbook will complete Activity 1 after reading Lesson 1 and so

on after each lesson. (There are no Student Workbook activities for the holiday lessons.)

How to Use the Lesson Review

Students using the Lesson Review will complete the questions for Lesson 1 after reading
Lesson 1 and so on after each lesson. (There are no Lesson Review questions for the holiday
lessons.) After finishing a book in the literature package, the student will answer questions on

the book. At the end of each unit, the student will take a quiz.

Using a Three-Ring Binder Notebook for End-of-Lesson Activities

We recommend that each student have a three-ring binder notebook to use only for Uncle
Sam and You. He or she will keep in this notebook the writing and art projects completed as

part of the end-of-lesson activities.

Enjoying the Weekly Family Activities

A family activity is suggested at the end of each holiday lesson. Projects include art, crafts,
recipes, games, and parties. The instructions for the family activities are found in the back of
Uncle Sam and You, Part 1 and Part 2. We recommend reading the instructions and gathering
the supplies early each week. Then you can complete the activity the day you do the holiday
lesson or on another day that is convenient for your family. Your supervision is required for

your child’s safety. See the box below.

Parental Supervision Required

The family activities are designed for parental involvement. Please review the activity and discuss
with your child what he or she may do alone and what he or she needs your supervision to do.
The family activities in this book include the use of sharp objects, the oven and stove, and a few
Internet research suggestions. Notgrass Company cannot accept responsibility for the safety of
your child in completing these activities. You are responsible for your child’s safety.

Please Note: Be careful. Some children may be allergic to recipe ingredients or craft supplies.
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Our family has long enjoyed a family night once each week. You could do the family activity
on a family night so that more family members could take part in the fun and learning. Like
all components of Uncle Sam and You, the family activities are optional. We offer them as extra
learning experiences. You, the parent, are the best one to decide if you are able to schedule time

to complete them.

How Much Time Does It Take to Complete Each Lesson?

Depending on how many activities you assign, most students will need forty-five minutes
to an hour and a half to complete one lesson. More time will be needed on the day you do
the family activity. This curriculum has one hundred and fifty lessons and is designed to be
completed in one school year. Since a typical school year has about one hundred and eighty
days, the student completes one lesson on most school days. However, some families may

choose to spread the curriculum out over a longer period of time.

What Supplies Will My Student Need?

Students will need blank paper, notebook paper, a pencil, colored pencils, and a three-ring
binder, plus the materials needed to complete the family activities. These materials are listed
on the individual family activity instruction pages. You may also choose to use a camera for

Picture This assignments at the end of certain lessons.

What Ages Can Use This Curriculum?

The curriculum is designed for students in grades five through eight. With parental help
and supervision, younger children can participate in many activities and can benefit from

hearing the lessons read aloud.

How Can I Use Uncle Sam and You with Different Ages?

Parents know best what their children are capable of accomplishing. Uncle Sam and You is
designed to be flexible. A variety of activities is included in each lesson. A parent may require
an eighth grader who is academically gifted to read the daily lessons, read every book in
the literature package on his own, complete worksheets in both the Student Workbook and the
Lesson Review, and complete every assignment at the end of each lesson. On the other hand,
a parent with an academically-challenged fifth grader may decide simply to read aloud each
lesson from Uncle Sam and You and read aloud the selections from The Citizen’s Handbook and
the books in the literature package.

If you have more than one child in grades five through eight, you may enjoy reading

the lessons aloud as a group. Afterwards, you can give each child different assignments,
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depending on his or her age and skill level. If you have carefully observed your child and
prayed about the direction to take, then you can look back at the end of the school year and

know that the goal of completing Uncle Sam and You has been accomplished.

Suggested Activities Per Grade

Below is a suggested guide for choosing activities by grade. However, please keep in
mind what other curricula you are trying to complete this year and adjust these suggestions

accordingly. Feel free to adjust your goals after you have used the curriculum for a few

weeks.
Suggested Activities Per Grade
Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8
Parezltcfszc}iéfssons Parezf;sgc}igfssons Student reads lessons Student reads lessons

Uncle Sam and You.

Uncle Sam and You.

from Uncle Sam and You.

from Uncle Sam and You.

Parent reads assignments
aloud from The Citizen’s

Parent reads assignments
aloud from The Citizen’s

Student reads
assignments from The

Student reads
assignments from The

Handbook. Handbook. Citizen’s Handbook. Citizen’s Handbook.
Student completes Student completes Student completes Student completes
activities in the Student activities in the Student activities in the Lesson activities in the Lesson
Workbook. Workbook. Review and takes quizzes. | Review and takes quizzes.

Parent or student reads
books from the literature
package.

Parent or student reads
books from the literature
package.

Student reads books from
the literature package.

Student reads books from
the literature package.

Parent chooses one other
learning activity at the
end of each lesson.

Parent chooses two other
learning activities at the
end of each lesson.

Parent chooses three
other learning activities at
the end of each lesson.

Student completes all
learning activities at the
end of each lesson.

Family completes weekly
family activity.

Family completes weekly
family activity.

Family completes weekly
family activity.

Family completes weekly
family activity.

Some Reminders So You Will Not Feel Overwhelmed

Remember that God gave you your children and your daily responsibilities.

A homeschooling mother who has one child can complete more Uncle Sam and You activities
than a homeschooling mother who has seven children and an elderly grandparent living in her
home. God will use the efforts of both of these mothers. God does not expect you to do more
than you can do. Be kind to yourself. He knows exactly what you and your children need this
year. Remember that out of all the parents in the world to whom He could have given your
children, He chose you. He is the one who put your family together. He knows what He is
doing. Trust in His choice. God created you. He created your children. Relax and remember
that this is the day that the Lord has made. Rejoice and be glad in it!

We are here to help you. If you have more questions or simply need some encouragement,

send us an email (books@notgrass.com) or give us a call (1-800-211-8793).



Appreciation

Uncle Sam and You has been a family project. We have enjoyed working on it together. We
appreciate our daughter Mary Evelyn for writing the holiday lessons and the family activities,
and for her beautiful cover designs. We are thankful to our daughter Bethany for her excellent
work editing The Citizen’s Handbook, for choosing the literature, and for the lesson activities.
We appreciate our son John for writing the Student Workbook, for all of his work in finalizing
the project and getting the computer documents to the printer, and for his good example of
Christian political involvement. We think they all did an excellent job.

We appreciate our proofreaders. If you find any typos, please blame us and not them. As
Harry Truman said, “The buck stops here.” Our chief proofreader was our longtime friend,
homeschooling mother Dena Russell. Helping her were our longtime friend Olive Wagar,
who has graduated her three homeschooled children, and our beloved son-in-law Nate
McCurdy (ask him sometime at a homeschool conference why we call him that).

We appreciate each of the families who encourage us in our writing of homeschool
curriculum. Thank you for giving us the opportunity to do what we love to do.

You could say that God used politics to bring us together. We met in the political science
department at Middle Tennessee State University just a few months before Ray graduated.
We were interested in politics even when we were children. Both of us campaigned for our
favorite candidates when we were in high school, and both of us served as officers of (the
same) political party’s campus organization when we were in college. You'll have to guess
which one.

We were both blessed by good history and government teachers in high school and in
college. These teachers had a great influence on us and still do today. We would like to thank

them by name:

* Alvin Rose, Charlene’s history teacher at Cheatham County High School, Ashland
City, Tennessee

* Wayne Darrow, Charlene’s government teacher at CCHS

* The late James M. Dressler, Charlene’s political science and history professor at
Cumberland College (now Cumberland University)

* Curry Peacock, Charlene’s professor, advisor, and Christian mentor at Middle
Tennessee State University

* Jerry Locke, Ray’s history teacher at Central High School, Columbia, Tennessee

* The late Dr. Bart McCash, one of Ray’s history professors at Middle Tennessee State
University
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* The late Dr. Ernest Hooper, one of Ray’s history professors at Middle Tennessee
State University

* Dr. Robert Ireland, Ray’s professor of Constitutional history in graduate school at

the University of Kentucky

Ray began reading about politics, history, and government for fun while still in high school.
He still does. In college, Ray had a weekly column in the campus newspaper, in which he
wrote about political and social issues in the news at the time.

Charlene received many exciting opportunities while still a teenager. As a high school junior,
she was part of a 4-H Congress that met in the Tennessee State Capitol. She also attended a mock
United Nations at Middle Tennessee State University with students from many high schools.
There the students pretended to be members of the U.N. She went to Cumberland College
in Lebanon, Tennessee, for her first two years of college. One of the members of its Board of
Directors was Congressman Joe L. Evins, who served in the U.S. House of Representatives
from 1947 to 1977. Charlene was given the opportunity to serve as an intern in his office on
Capitol Hill for one month.

We believe that an understanding of our government is important for every American
citizen. We believe that Americans should understand both our history and the way
government is organized today. We believe that our Founding Fathers provided a strong base
for our country and that our country would do well to remember our dependence on God, the
many benefits of freedom and limited government, and our responsibility to be good stewards
of the blessings that come from living in our great country. We believe that we should honor
what God teaches in His Word about respecting our government officials. We are grateful that

our true King is the Creator of the heavens and the earth.

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible,
the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen
1 Timothy 1:17

Ray and Charlene Notgrass
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UnNiTt 1 — WE THE PEOPLE



Welcome

HoME

‘ ‘ Y esley Notgrass was working at a small

town newspaper in Tennessee when
World War II began in Europe and Asia. He
had no plans to become a soldier. However, in
1941 Wes received a letter from Washington,
D.C. The letter invited him to enlist in the U.S.

Army and informed him that if he did not do
so, he would be drafted.

Citizen Soldiers

Wes enlisted that summer and began
training. See photos on page 3. In December
Japan attacked Pearl Harbor and America
entered the war. Two years later, Wesley and
thousands of other soldiers sailed from New
York City to England on giant ocean liners.
After months of preparation there, Sergeant
Notgrass was one of the American soldiers
who landed in northern France in June of 1944
to help free people who had been terrorized
and conquered by Nazi Germany.

In June of 1945, over a year and a half after
leaving American soil, Notgrass boarded
another ocean liner, again with thousands of
other soldiers. This time they were coming

back to America.



The soldiers looked forward to their first glimpse of the
Statue of Liberty in New York harbor. As the ship drew closer,
a line was painted down the middle of its deck. Officers told
the men that half of them had to stay on one side of the line
and half had to stay on the other. They knew that if all the
men rushed to one side to see Lady Liberty, the ship might
capsize!

Think about Wesley Notgrass (author Ray Notgrass’ dad)
and the other citizen soldiers of World War II. Few had ever
left the United States before. Now they were returning home
from a terrible war, while remembering their buddies who
did not come home. As the Statue of Liberty came into view,
they cheered and shed tears. They were back in America.
Their families, friends, and fellow citizens were waiting to

say, “Welcome home!”

Honoring Our Country

God has given us a great country. He has provided us
with abundant resources. We have used these gifts to care for
our own people and to care for others. Americans have built
schools and hospitals overseas, exported food around the
globe, and shared technology that has brought opportunities
to millions.

When wars have been fought to bring freedom to others,
Americans have put on uniforms, helped to defeat people
who wanted to hurt others, and then returned home to resume
their lives as private citizens.

We can be thankful for what America stands for and what
Americans have accomplished. We can show respect for our
country and its leaders. Displaying our flag is one of the many
ways that Americans show this respect. Look at the photo of
Wesley Notgrass with fellow World War II veterans above.
An American flag hangs behind them. Notice the flags in the
photos on page 2. Read about where these photos were taken

at right.

Wesley Notgrass
Top Left: Private Citizen
Top Right: Young Recruit
Lower: With Fellow Veterans Fifty
Years After World War 11
(Notgrass is second from left
in the second row.)

Flying the
American Flag

(from top to bottom on page 2)

Putnam County
Courthouse,
Cookeville, Tennessee

Iowa State Capitol,
Des Moines, Iowa

Ferry Between Bayfield,
Wisconsin,
and Madeline Island in
Lake Superior

Plains, Georgia,
Hometown of President
Jimmy Carter

Pepin, Wisconsin,
Birthplace of
Laura Ingalls Wilder




A Place To Call Home

People around the world have seen
America as abeacon of hope and a chance for a
new start. Millions have come as immigrants,
making the journey at great personal sacrifice.
More than a century ago they arrived by ship.
For those whose first stop was New York City,
the Statue of Liberty gave them a greeting
of “Welcome home!” just like she gave Mr.
Notgrass.

Most Americans arrive in America as
newborn babies who are blessed to call
America home from their first breath. Their

“Welcome home!” greeting comes from a

Welcome Home, Little American! family of people who love them.

*x Kk Kk
A citizen’s rights
are what his

Civics and Citizenship

Uncle Sam and You teaches about civics and about how

to be a good citizen. Civics is a study about how citizens are country owes
involved in their communities and in their government. It him. A citizen's
is a study of citizens’ rights and of their responsibilities. A responsibilities
citizen’s rights are what his country owes him. These rights are what he owes
are sometimes called civil rights or civil liberties. A citizen’s his CO‘Bntfz'

responsibilities are what he owes his country.

A person cannot have rights without responsibilities. It is selfish for people to insist on their
rights without carrying out their responsibilities. This can cause a family, group, or nation to
split apart. On the other hand, expecting people to carry out their responsibilities without
respecting their rights treats people as though they are just parts of a machine.

While we hope that Uncle Sam and You will help you understand our system of government,
we also want to help you learn ways that people are involved in their communities and states
and their nation. We want to encourage you to make a difference for good where you live. We

hope that your community and your nation will be better because you are a citizen of this great
land.



The Right to Worship and to Pray

For Christians one of our most precious rights is the right
to worship God freely. We can worship God in private and
in public. This is an important right that is not granted to the
citizens of every country. It is a right we should appreciate
and hold dear.

From Maine to Alaska and Hawaii, American believers
have built church buildings where they and their guests can
worship God together. Seven of the thousands that have been
built are pictured on pages 5 through 7. Following are some
facts about these buildings and the congregations who have

met in them.

*  Auburn University Chapel in Auburn, Alabama. This
chapel, built in 1851, first served as a Presbyterian
church. Slaves made its bricks on a nearby plantation.
It originally had one entrance for men and another for
women. The building was used as a hospital during the
Civil War. From 1926 until 1973, it served as Auburn’s
theater. It was then renovated and restored. In 1976 it
reopened as University Chapel.

* Trinity Episcopal Church in Independence, Missouri.
This church was built in 1881. Here future President
Harry Truman married his wife Bess in 1919. In 1956
their daughter Margaret married Clifton Daniel here.
When the church added a new two-story wing in 1959,
former President Truman gave a short address at its

dedication.

* St. Peter’s Episcopal in Seward, Alaska. Episcopal
services were held in a tent and a railroad depot before
St. Peter’s Episcopal was built in 1906. Inside is a
stylized painting by Dutch artist Jan Van Emple. The
artist combined Jesus’ resurrection and ascension with
the landscape of nearby Resurrection Bay. He painted
a Native American, a Native Alaskan, a fur trapper, a

prospector, and a homesteader in the scene.

Auburn, Alabama
Auburn University Chapel

Independence, Missouri
Trinity Episcopal Church

Seward, Alaska
St. Peter’s Episcopal



Grace United Methodist Church in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. This church was
completed in 1880. When the Pennsylvania state capitol burned seventeen years

later, the state legislature used the building as their temporary capitol.

16th and Decatur Church of Christ in Washington, D.C. Joe L. Evins served as a
Tennessee Congressman for thirty years. He attended this church in Washington.
Author Charlene Notgrass served as an

intern in his office in 1974 and visited
the church.

Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains,
Georgia. This is the home church of
former President and Mrs. Jimmy
Carter. People from around the world
have visited here to participate in

Carter’s Sunday School class.

Grace Episcopal Church in Galveston,
Texas. This building, dedicated in 1895,
survived the city’s 1900 hurricane. In
1926 men used hand-operated jacks
to raise the building four and one
half feet to prevent future flooding.
Nearby Trinity Episcopal Church was
also raised four and one half feet with
hand-operated jacks. A beating drum
kept the workers in rhythm.

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Grace United Methodist Church (at far right)

Plains, Georgia Washington, D.C.
Maranatha Baptist Church 16th and Decatur Church of Christ



Every American can pray for God’s will to
be done by our government leaders and by
our citizens. We can pray for the safety of our
nation and for His blessings on all the people
of the world. We can ask God for greater faith
and commitment on the part of our fellow
citizens. Praying for our country and its
leaders is a great right because we have the
freedom to do so. It is a great responsibility Galveston, Texas

because in prayer we can call on the One who Grace Episcopal Church

can help our country the most.

First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings,
be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority,
so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.
1 Timothy 2:1-2

Lesson Activities
Thinking Biblically — Copy 1 Timothy 2:1-2 in your notebook, using the translation of your
choice.

Literature — Read “My Country “Tis of Thee” in The Citizen’s Handbook, page 1.

Creative Writing — In your notebook, write one or two paragraphs about what you would
want to do on your first day back in America if you had been away for a long time.

Picture This! — Take a photograph or draw a picture of the place your family meets with your
church.

Student Workbook or Lesson Review — If you are using one of these optional books, complete
the assignment for Lesson 1.



Fifty States

ONE NATION 1

The fifty United States of America make up one nation. Each state has a unique geography.

Florida, for instance, is surrounded by oceans on three sides and its highest elevation is

345 feet. Wyoming does not border an ocean and is home to the towering Grand Tetons. Its

highest peak rises to almost 14,000 feet. See photos below.

Florida
Flamingos

Wyoming
Grand Teton National Park

Each state has a unique size. Rhode Island
measures forty-eight miles from north to
south and thirty-seven miles from east to
west, while Alaska measures 1,400 miles by
2,700 miles. See photos on page 9.

Each state has a unique history. Delaware
has a much longer history as a state than
Hawaii. Delaware had been a state for over
170 years when Hawaii became one in 1959.

Each state has a unique government. The
large state of Nebraska has a small legislature
withjust forty-nine legislators, while tiny New
Hampshire has four hundred and twenty-
four. Most states have a formal name that puts
the words “State of” before the name of the
state, as in State of Alabama. However, four
states, Virginia, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania,
and Kentucky, use the term “Commonwealth
of,” as in Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

If you visited every state, you could
experience many customs and traditions.

You can buy hamburgers and hot dogs in any



Newport, Rhode Island
Rose Island Lighthouse

state, but you can try a Hot Brown sandwich
in Kentucky, a grinder in Connecticut, and a
fluffernutter in Massachusetts. You can enjoy
Alaska

many musical styles in any state, but it would Prince William Sound
be fun to hear live country music in Tennessee,
blues in Mississippi, and bluegrass in Kentucky.

When you see an American flag flying high above the United States Capitol, at your local
courthouse, or on your front porch, you see a field of blue with fifty stars and thirteen stripes
of red and white. You know that the thirteen stripes represent the thirteen original American

colonies, and that the fifty stars represent America’s fifty states, but do you know how the

number of states grew from thirteen to fifty?

The First Thirteen States

Christopher Columbus discovered the New World in 1492. Soon Europeans began to claim
land in what is now the United States. Spanish settlers moved into the Florida peninsula and
into what is now California, Texas, and other western states. French settlers moved into areas
around the Great Lakes and the Mississippi River. English settlers formed thirteen colonies
along the Atlantic coast.

Spain, France, England, and other countries struggled over which country would be the
most powerful in North America. At times they even fought one another. In 1707 England and
Wales joined with Scotland to form Great Britain. In the mid-1700s, Great Britain and France
fought a war called the Seven Years War in Europe and the French and Indian War in America.
The war in America lasted nine years. British and American colonial soldiers, along with some

Native American tribes, fought against French soldiers and other Native American tribes.



By the mid-1700s, some families had been in America for several generations. Though most
residents of the colonies considered themselves to be British citizens, many had never even been
to Great Britain. America was their home and they enjoyed its freedoms and opportunities.
The British government wanted to make money from its American colonies. The king of Great
Britain and the British Parliament treated the colonies harshly. Though American leaders
worked to get them to stop, the British government refused.

In 1776 colonial leaders adopted the Declaration of Independence, in which they declared
themselves to be independent of Great Britain. At that time, the thirteen colonies became
the United States of America. Over the next few years, the two sides fought the American
Revolutionary War. During the war, representatives of the thirteen states led the American
government. They wrote and adopted the Articles of Confederation, a document that told how
the states would work together.

A few years after the war, citizens representing twelve
S ta tes 1 _ 1 3 of the states (all except Rhode Island) met in Philadelphia to
make improvements in the Articles. While there, they decided

787 to write a new constitution. They completed the Constitution

of the United States in September of 1787. The Articles of
Delaware

Pennsylvania
New Jersey

Confederation, the Declaration of Independence and the

Constitution are discussed in Unit 2. Over the next several

months, groups of leaders in each state voted on whether to

7 88 ratify the Constitution. Three states ratified it before the end

Geo r gia of the year, first Delaware, then Pennsylvania, and then New

Connecticut Jersey. The other ten states ratified it in 1788, 1789, and 1790.
MassaChusettS The chart at left gives the order of the first thirteen states.

land

South Carolina
New Ham.pshire The treaty that ended the American Revolution gave

Vermont, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio

Vir 1 nia America control of the land that was south of Canada, north of
NCW YO[' Florida, and east of the Mississippi River. The U.S. government

set up guidelines for how new states could be formed. One
,17? requirement was that they write a state constitution. In 1791
arOlma Vermont was admitted as the fourteenth state. It was the first

state that did not touch the Atlantic Ocean.
Great Britain had considered land west of the Appalachian

Rhoc% sland

Mountains to be Indian territory. In the years before the
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Appalachian Mountains

Danville, Kentucky
Old Wilderness Road Street Sign

New Orleans, Louisiana
The French Quarter

American Revolution, only a few Europeans settled there. However, during and after the war,

thousands of settlers crossed the mountains. Many traveled on the Wilderness Road through

Cumberland Gap. One of the most famous was frontiersman Daniel Boone, who moved

his family to Kentucky. It became the first state west of the Appalachians in 1792. An early

settlement along the Wilderness Road was Danville, Kentucky. See one of its street signs at top

right.

Tennessee, another “overmountain” state, joined the
Union in 1796. Future President Andrew Jackson helped to
write its state constitution. See a beautiful Appalachian scene
above. Ohio became the first new state of the nineteenth
century when it joined the Union in 1803. “Joining the Union”
is a phrase that has the same meaning as joining the United
States or becoming a state. See chart of states fourteen through

seventeen at right.

Territories of France, Britain, and Spain

By 1800 France controlled over 800,000 square miles of land
west of the Mississippi River. French territory spread from the
headwaters of the Missouri River in the Rocky Mountains to
the mouth of the Mississippi at the Gulf of Mexico. As seen

above, French architecture can still be seen in New Orleans.

States 14-17
791

ermont

entu

796
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Spain controlled Mexico and the areas that are now Texas, California, New Mexico, and
Arizona. The Spanish-built Mission San José, founded in 1720, is pictured below.
In 1803 France sold its land to the United
States. This area, called the Louisiana
Purchase, nearly doubled the size of America.
President Thomas Jefferson chose Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark to lead a team of
men to explore these lands. In 1812 America
added Louisiana, a small part of the Louisiana
Purchase, its first state west of the Mississippi
River.
In the decades before and after 1800,

San Antonio, Texas control of Florida swapped back and forth

Mission San José y San Miguel de Aguayo
between Spain and Great Britain. Mexico

rebelled against the Spanish government in 1810, just as the Americans had done against the
British in 1776. Meanwhile, the British continued to harass America even though the American
Revolution had ended. They fought the War of 1812 from 1812 to 1815.

Six New States in Six Years

While the war for Mexican independence continued to the south, the United States kept
growing. In just five years, it added five states east of the Mississippi River and one to the west.
Indiana joined in 1816, Mississippi in 1817, Illinois in 1818, Alabama in 1819, Maine in 1820,

and Missouri in 1821.

Twenty-Five States and Counting

America was halfway to its total of fifty states when Arkansas became state number twenty-
five in 1836. Michigan, with its upper and lower peninsulas bordering Lake Michigan, joined

in 1837. Florida became a state in 1845 and so did Texas.

Manifest Destiny and War with Mexico

Mexico won its independence from Spain in 1821. That same year the Mexican government
gave a group of American settlers permission to settle in the portion of Mexico called Texas.
The settlers soon wanted to make Texas a new American state. In the 1840s many American
leaders believed that the United States was destined to spread across the North American
continent from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific. Belief in Manifest Destiny influenced President

James K. Polk and members of Congress to allow Texas to become a state in 1845. The Mexican

12



government opposed Texas statehood because they did not

want to lose this large area. Mexican forces attacked Texans StatCS 18_29

in May of 1846. American forces went to Texas to help. This

began the Mexican War. Iowa became a state that year. See 112
chart of states eighteen through twenty-nine at right. I_D U.iSiana
A treaty ended the Mexican War in 1848. In addition
to Texas, the United States gained the lands that are now ﬂﬂ@
California, New Mexico, Nevada, and Utah, plus portions of Ind-lana
ISV
Though Spain, England, France, Mexico, and the United MiSSiSSiPPi
States fought for control of land in North America, we should
remember who is the actual owner. 1

O1S
The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains,
the world, and those who dwell in it. ﬂ.@
Psalm 24:1 Alabama

Arizona, Colorado, Oklahoma, and Wyoming,.

Maine

Lesson Activities

Vocabulary — Find each of these words in a dictionary:
elevation, harsh, headwaters, harass, manifest. Copy
each word into your notebook with the definition that
corresponds to the way it is used in this lesson.

Literature — Read “We, the People of . . .” in The Citizen’s
Handbook, page 2.

Creative Writing — Imagine that you are serving on the
committee to write a constitution for a new state. Write a
preamble to the constitution describing what you think is
important about the origins and goals of governments.

Find Out! — In what year was the most recent version of your

state’s constitution written?

Student Workbook or Lesson Review — If you are using

one of these optional books, complete the assignment for
Lesson 2.
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Fifty States

ONE NATION 11

mericans welcomed home the soldiers
who had fought in the Mexican War.
They were thankful that the war was over.
However, disagreements between Americans

were heating up over the issue of slavery and Tuscumbia, Alabama

soon they would be fighting one another. Slave Quarters at Abernathy House

In the early years of the American colonies, English ships brought African slaves to America.
See ruins of slave quarters above.

When America’s leaders worked together to write the Constitution in 1787, they wrestled
with the question of what to do about slavery. Some thought it should be outlawed while
others believed it should continue.

In the mid-1800s, the question of slavery came to a head all over the country, causing
divisions between states, neighbors, and even family members. By then northern states did
not practice slavery, but southern states continued to do so.

States 30_33 Both sides wanted new states to be like them. Southern states
@ 5 5 wanted slavery allowed in new states, but northern states did

/]
0250 not. Southern states believed strongly that the issue was one

1SCONs that each individual state should decide and that the Federal
government in Washington should leave them alone. People
on both sides had strong opinions. Many people became
angry about the question and sometimes fighting broke out.

1 While this controversy became more and more divisive,
esota America continued to add new states. Wisconsin joined
15@ the Union in 1848. It was the last state formed east of the

O n Mississippi River. That same year gold was discovered in

California. Thousands of people from America and other
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countries rushed there in the California Gold
Rush of 1849. By 1850 California had enough
people to form a state and join the Union.
Minnesota joined as state thirty-two in 1858.
In 1836 thousands of Americans began
moving west in covered wagons on the Oregon
Trail. See statue at right. In 1859 Oregon
became state thirty-three. See chart of states

thirty through thirty-three on page 14.

Division and Reconciliation

By December of 1860, the conflict between
northern and southern states was so serious
that South Carolina declared itself to be
independent and seceded from the Union (to
secede is to pull away from). Early in 1861,
six more southern states seceded. In February
these seven states formed the Confederate
States of America.

On March 4, Abraham Lincoln became the
sixteenth President of the United States. On
April 12, fighting began between Confederate
and U.S. forces at Fort Sumter in Charleston,
South Carolina. Flags fly at historic Fort
Sumter at lower right. Soon President Lincoln

asked the remaining U.S. states to provide

Salem, Oregon
“The Covered Wagon” at the Oregon State Capitol

The Eleven States of the Confederacy

People in the eleven states of the Confederacy
still honor their ancestors who took part in
it. Pictured below is a Confederate statue in
Jasper, Alabama. At its base is a Confederate
flag made of flowers. The Confederate states
in the order of their secession were:
South Carolina
Mississippi
Florida
Alabama
Georgia
Louisiana
Texas
Virginia
Arkansas
North Carolina
Tennessee

75,000 soldiers. By the end of June, eleven states had seceded

(see box at right). Lincoln directed the U.S. Army to move into

the Confederate states to force them to return to the Union.

The United States gained three new states during the Civil
War. Kansas joined in 1861. One of the southern states that had

seceded in 1861 was Virginia. Citizens in the western portion

of the state did not agree with secession, so that area broke

away from Virginia and became West Virginia, the thirty-fifth

state, in 1863.

Charleston, South Carolina
Fort Sumter
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Look at scenes from the West Virginia town of Harpers Ferry below. From time to time in
Uncle Sam and You we include information about an individual community to show ways that
American government and civic life have affected that community. Often a town’s geography
plays a role in how government and civics have been involved in that place. This is certainly

true of Harpers Ferry. Read part of its story below.

Civics at Harpers Ferry, West Virginia

In October of 1783, future President Thomas
Jefferson visited the little village of Harpers
Ferry, Virginia. A short walk from the village
is the rock at right. Jefferson described the
view from there as “perhaps one of the most
stupendous scenes in Nature.” The rock is
now called Jefferson Rock.

The Shenandoah River flows into the Potomac

River at Harpers Ferry. Two years after

Jefferson’s visit, future President George

Washington visited the area to study ways to

make the Potomac River and its tributaries

more suitable for shipping and transportation.

After becoming President, Washington chose

Harpers Ferry as the location of the nation’s second national armory. Construction of Harpers
Ferry Armory and Arsenal began in 1799. By the time of the Civil War, workers at the arsenal had
manufactured more than 600,000 muskets, rifles, and pistols.

Before leaving with William Clark and the Corps of Discovery to explore the Louisiana Purchase,
Meriwether Lewis went to Harpers Ferry in the spring of 1803 to purchase supplies for the
expedition. He bought rifles, powder horns, bullet molds, tools to repair guns, and a collapsible
boat frame made of iron.

Harpers Ferry, Virginia, was the scene of fighting about
the issue of slavery even before the Civil War began.
Abolitionist John Brown and a band of twenty-one
men captured Harpers Ferry Armory and Arsenal (an
abolitionist was a person who wanted slavery to end).
Brown had planned to give its 100,000 weapons to
slaves so they could fight for their freedom. U.S. Army
troops rushed to Harpers Ferry and captured Brown.
He was tried in a Virginia court and found guilty of
treason.

During the Civil War, both the Northern and Southern
armies tried to control Harpers Ferry. It changed hands
eight times. When West Virginia became the thirty-
fifth state during the War, the town became Harpers
Ferry, West Virginia. It is now part of the Harpers Ferry
National Historical Park.
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Nevada became the thirty-sixth state in 1864. The Civil

War ended in 1865 when the Southern states surrendered. States 34_36

Over the next few years, they were allowed to return to the
Union. In 1866 Tennessee became the first Confederate state to $6
be readmitted to the Union. Georgia was the last in 1870. When
you say the Pledge of Allegiance and speak the words, “one
nation under God, indivisible,” remember that these United
States were once divided, but came back together again. The

Civil War is remembered today by many monuments, as seen

below.
Sharpsburg, Maryland Manassas, Virginia Shiloh, Tennessee
Antietam Road Statues Union Veterans Memorial Cannonball Monument
Antietam National Battlefield Second Battle of Bull Run Battle of Shiloh
Near Chattanooga, Tennessee Gettysburg, Pennsylvania Vicksburg, Mississippi
Florida Monument Hancock Monument Illinois Monument
Battle of Chickamauga Battle of Gettysburg Battle of Vicksburg
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New States From the Close of the Civil War to 1900

Nine western states joined the Union in the years between the Civil War and 1900. Nebraska

joined in 1867 and Colorado in 1876. North and South Dakota came into the Union on the same

day in 1889. Later that year Montana and Washington became states. Idaho and Wyoming

joined in 1890 and Utah in 1896.

New States in the Twentieth Century

On April 22, 1889, the United States
government began allowing settlers to claim
land within an area called Indian Territory. An
estimated eleven thousand people rushed in
on that day and claimed free land. See photo
at right. Just eighteen years later, in 1907, the
area became the State of Oklahoma.

New Mexico became the forty-seventh

state and Arizona the forty-eighth, both in

Oklahoma Land Rush, 1889

1912. The American flag had forty-eight stars for over four decades. In 1959 it gained two more.

Neither of these states is connected to the other forty-eight geographically. Alaska, which is

northwest of Canada, became state number forty-nine in January. The islands of Hawaii, which

are in the Pacific Ocean, became the fiftieth state that August. The chart on page 19 lists states

37 through 50.

Out of Many, One

The envelope below was used sometime between 1861 and 1865. Though Americans

were severely divided at that time, the phrase E pluribus unum printed at the upper left was a

reminder of their former unity. E pluribus unum is a Latin phrase which means “out of many,

4

one.

Envelope from Civil War Years

18

Fifty states joined together into one nation
is anillustration of E pluribus unum. Itis God’s
will that all people live together in harmony
and respect for one another. It is His will for

families, the church, nations, and the world.



To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic,
brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit;
not returning evil for evil or insult for insult,

but giving a blessing instead;
for you were called for the very purpose
that you might inherit a blessing.
1 Peter 3:8-9

Lesson Activities

Thinking Biblically — Write a paragraph in your notebook
or discuss with a parent: What are attitudes that encourage

unity in a group of people?

Vocabulary — Write five sentences in your notebook,
using one of these words in each: reconciliation, secede,
stupendous, armory, treason. Check in a dictionary if you

need help with their definitions.

Find Out! — What was the month, day, and year that your

state joined the Union?

Picture This! — Take a photograph or draw a picture of your
state flag.

Student Workbook or Lesson Review — If you are using
one of these optional books, complete the assignment for

Lesson 3.

States 37-50
118674

Nebraska

876

Colorado

SS9
North Dakota
South Dakota




Out of Many,

ONE

abeeb came alone to the United States from the Middle East when he was seventeen

Hyears old. After growing up in Lebanon in a Christian family, he came to America to

attend a Christian college. Here he has stayed for almost forty years. Habeeb met and married

a young woman from the Midwest. While still newlyweds, they helped his parents escape

from a civil war in his native land. With joy and pride, Habeeb became an American citizen.

He worked hard to become the president of a successful company. He is an active volunteer

in his community, state, and country. Habeeb

is proud of his Lebanese heritage and enjoys

taking his family back for visits, but Habeeb

is an American. He has a deep love for God,

his wife, his children, his church, and his
adopted country.

Out of many, one. E Pluribus Unum. This

Wentworth, North Carolina phrase not only describes our one nation with

Family Reunion its many states; it also describes the people of

the United States. We come

from all over the world, yet

weare one people. The people

pictured in the photo at top

left are taking the oath of

citizenship, the last step in the

long process they completed

to become U.S. citizens. Their

ceremony took place at the

rim of the Grand Canyon in

Madison, Wisconsin New York City, New York September 2010. Think about
Native Ceremony at State Capitol Sylvia’s Soul Food in Harlem
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the song “Jesus Loves the Little Children.” Picture all the red, brown, yellow,
black, and white children in the world. Now picture American children. They
are red, brown, yellow, black, and white, too.

Like Habeeb, everyone in the world is an immigrant or the descendant of
an immigrant. Since God scattered people at the Tower of Babel, they have
been moving to new places. You or your parents or your grandparents or
someone in your family moved to the area where you live.

The first immigrants to America were those we now call Native Americans
or Indians. Europeans began arriving after 1492 and Africans after 1619.
Immigrants and descendants of immigrants formed the United States after
declaring themselves to be an independent nation in 1776.

Native Americans, African Americans, and Americans descended from
Europeans are pictured on page 20. The Native Americans are participating
in a ceremony on the grounds of the Wisconsin State Capitol in Madison. The
African Americans stand outside Sylvia’s Restaurant in Harlem in New York.
It specializes in “soul food.” Americans of European descent are gathered
for a family reunion outside the log cabin where their ancestor was born in
Wentworth, North Carolina.

In 1820 the government of the United States began keeping records of
how many immigrants become legal permanent residents each year. The
records show that people have emigrated to America from all over the world.
According to the Department of Homeland Security, the largest numbers
of legal permanent residents have come from fifteen regions. Mexico and
Germany top the list. Look at the chart at right. Each large number represents
how many millions of legal permanent residents have come from these places
(some regions include two countries, such as Norway and Sweden, because in
some years the records for these countries were combined).

Illegal immigrants who sneak into the United States without obeying
our immigration laws are often in the news. However, America continues to
welcome many legal immigrants each year. In the past, immigrants looked
to America as a place where they could worship freely, live in peace, make a
good living, and join family members who were already here. They still do.

Between 1820 and 2010, there were seventeen years when we granted
permanent legal residence status to one million immigrants or more in a single

year. Eight of those years were between 2001 and 2010!

Millions
of Legal
Permanent
Residents
from these

Countries,
1820-2010

Italy,
United Kin‘gdom

Ireland
Canwa‘c’lzmd
Newfoundland
Austriatand
Hung{:!i‘ry

Russiam

[

Norwayjand
Swedehn
Philip’pines

Dominican
Repﬂ)lic
sKoream
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In 2010 immigrants from 201 countries became legal permanent residents of the U.S. Look

at the names of these countries below. Use the chart at the bottom of the page to understand

the meaning of the different colors.

People from These Countries
Became Permanent Legal Residents in 2010

Afghanistan
Albania Algeria American Samoa
Angola Anguilla Antigua-Barbuda Argentina
Armenia Aruba Australia Austria Azerbaijan Bahamas
Bahrain Bangladesh Barbados Belarus Belgium Belize
Benin Bermuda Bhutan Bolivia Bosnia-Herzegovina Botswana
Brazil British Virgin Islands  Brunei  Bulgaria  Burkina Faso
Burma Burundi Cambodia Cameroon Canada Cape Verde Cayman Islands
Central African Republic Chad Chile Colombia costaRica Cote d'Ivoire
Croatia Cuba Cyprus _Czech Republic Democratic Republic of the Congo
Denmark Djibouti Dominica Dominican Repui) 1C Ecuador Egypt
El Salvador Equatorial Guinea Eritrea Estonia Ethiopia Federated States of Micronesia
Fiji Finland France French Guiana French Polynesia Gabon Gambia Georgia Germany
Ghana Greece Grenada Guadeloupe Guatemala Guinea Guinea-Bissau Guyana Haiti
Honduras Hong Kong Hungary Iceland India Indonesia Iran Ir aq Ireland Israel
Italy ]amaica Japan Jordan Kazakhstan Kenya Kiribati Kosovo Kuwait Kyrgyzstan
Laos Latvia Lebanon Lesotho Liberia Libya Lithuania Luxembourg Macau Macedonia
Madagascar wi Malaysia Maldives Mali Malta Marshall Islands Martinique Mauritania
Mauritius €XI1CO Moldova Monaco Mongolia Montserrat Morocco Mozambique
Namibia Nepal Netherlands Netherlands Antilles New Caledonia New Zealand Nicaragua
Niger Nigle_,r ia N rvgay North Korea  Oma P akjstan Palau Panama Papua New Guinea
Paraguay L’€Ople’s Repui)flc of China Peru Philippines poland
Portugal Qatar Republic of the Congo Romania Russia Rwanda Saint Kitts-Nevis Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines Samoa Sao Tome and Principe Saudi Arabia Senegal
Serbia and Montenegro Seychelles Sierra Leone Singapore Slovakia Slovenia
Solomon Islands Somalia South Africa South Korea Spain Sri Lanka Sudan
Suriname Swaziland Sweden Switzerland Syria Taiwan Tajikistan Tanzania
Thailand Togo Tonga Trinidad and Tobago Tunisia Turkey Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands Uganda Ukraine United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom U.S. Virgin Islands Uruguay
Uzbekistan Venezuela Vietnam Yemen
Zambia Zimbabwe

Number of Immigrants Per Country

Less than 10,000 blue From 25,001 to 50,000 Plll' Ple
From 10,000 to 15,000 red From 50,001 to 75,000 gol .
From 15,001 to 25,000 green More than 135,000 urqu01se
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Something Old, Something New

American culture is a combination of traits from cultures
around the world. These photos illustrate world cultures in

our products, our food, and our architecture.

1. German apple pancakes are on the menu at this

restaurant in Delavan, Wisconsin.

2. The Steinway piano factory in Queens, New
York, was started by German immigrant Henry

Steinway.

3. This chef is at one of the many Chinese restaurants

in San Francisco.

4. This building in San Francisco’s Chinatown has
been used as a telephone company and as the Bank
of Canton. It was built in 1891, destroyed in the
1906 San Francisco earthquake, and then rebuilt

afterwards.

5. German, Swede, and
Finn settlers brought 3
the log cabin style
of architecture to
America. Thisoneisin
Cherokee, Alabama.

6. This dairy barn in
Pennsylvania is built

in a Swiss style.



Chinatown, Washington, D.C.
Chinese New Year Celebration

New York City
Little Italy Neighborhood

Words from Native
American Languages

caribou — Mikmac
hickory — Algonquian
kayak — Inuit
moose — Algonquian
opossum — Algonquian
pecan — Illinois
persimmon — Algonquian
raccoon — Algonquian
skunk — Algonquian
squash — Narragansett
terrapin — Algonquian
toboggan — Algonquian
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Rugby, Tennessee

Christ Church Episcopal
Though Americans share many traditions and customs
from various cultures, we also enjoy traditions passed down
to us from our own ancestors. Many immigrants even decide
to live close to others who share their heritage. Some large
cities have neighborhoods with nicknames like Chinatown or
Little Italy. See photos at left.

Some American communities were started by immigrants
of one nationality. English author Thomas Hughes established
Rugby, Tennessee, in 1880. The Historic Rugby organization
has restored the village and offers tours and special events.
Rugby’s Episcopal Church is pictured above.

Thirteen German Lutherans founded Frankenmuth,
Michigan, in 1845. Their purpose was to encourage Germans
living in the area and to evangelize members of the native
Ojibwe tribe. Ninety more German immigrants joined them
the following year. Now over a century and a half later,
Frankenmuth continues to celebrate its German heritage and
is a fun tourist destination.

Americans speak an American form of English which
includes many words from other languages. Read the box
at left for examples of common words that came from the
languages of Native Americans. The box on page 25 lists words

from the languages of non-English speaking immigrants.



The People of the United States

The number of people who live in the United States grows
every day. If you write down the population of our country, in
a few seconds that number will be incorrect. One service that
the Founding Fathers provided in the Constitution was the
requirement that a census or official count of the population
be made every ten years. The first census was taken in 1790,
and it has been taken every ten years since. The original
purpose of the census was to insure that each state would
have a fair number of representatives in the U.S. House of
Representatives, but today it helps in many other ways.

The census islike a picture of amoving river. It tells us what
the population of the United States was on a given day. We can
tell how fast the population is growing, where the population
is increasing or decreasing, and many other fascinating facts
about our people. The census is an important civic activity in
which everyone living in America can participate.

The United States Census Bureau determined that on April
1, 2010, the population of our country was 308,745,538. This
was an increase of more than twenty-seven million people
over the 2000 census. Our population was almost evenly

divided between men and women.

Words from World
Languages

alligator — Spanish
balcony — Italian
bagel - Yiddish
banana — African
cafeteria — Spanish
canyon — Spanish
cookie — Dutch
coleslaw — Dutch
cruise — Dutch
delicatessen — German
garage — French
gingham — Malay
gung-ho — Chinese
hamburger — German
kindergarten — German
mammoth — Russian
moped — Swedish
potato — Spanish
robot — Czech
shampoo — Hindi
ski — Norwegian
silhouette — French
sketch — Dutch
waffle — Dutch
yogurt — Turkish

The chart below illustrates what percentage of Americans are in different age groups. Out

of every one hundred Americans, 24 are ages 17 and under; 37 are ages 18-44; 26 are ages 45-64;

and 13 are ages 65 and over.

Percentages of People in Four Age Groups

Ages 0-17

Ages 18-44  Ages 45-64  Ages 65+
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Free to Be Different

Americans are free to be different from one another. We
can be rich or poor. Republicans, Democrats, or neither. Red,
brown, yellow, black, or white. Our differences make us
stronger. Anyone from any background can take part in the
government and in society and can achieve his or her dreams.
Together we can help other Americans overcome difficulties
and achieve their dreams. We are many, but we are one.

Every person is descended from the first man God created.

Therefore, we should have respect and love for all people.

And He made from one man every nation of mankind to

live on all the face of the earth, having determined their

appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation. New York City, New York
These rooms in the Tenement
Acts 17:26 Museum illustrate life for new

immigrants in the early 1900s.

Lesson Activities

Thinking Biblically — Read Luke 10:25-37 to learn Jesus’
teaching on loving others, even those who are different
from us.

Vocabulary — In your notebook, write each of these words
and the letter of the definition that goes with each word:
evangelize, census, bureau, gingham, moped.

a. an administrative division of the government

b. fabric with small checks in white and one other color
c. to preach the gospel to a person or group

d. a count of the population

e. a small motorcycle that sometimes also has pedals Chicago, Illinois
This German business,
Literature — Read “You Dreamed Dreams of What America Berghoff Cafe, advertises

as Chicago’s oldest restaurant.

Was to Be” in The Citizen’s Handbook, pages 3-4.

Creative Writing — In your notebook, write a short story of at
least one page about an American family making a new immigrant welcome.

Find Out! — Does your family know anyone who became an American citizen as an adult?

Picture This! — Take a photograph or draw a picture of something in your house that originates
from another culture.

Student Workbook or Lesson Review — If you are using one of these optional books, complete
the assignment for Lesson 4.

* Remember to choose an American Holiday to study this week! *
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UNIT 2 — AMERICA’S FOUNDING DOCUMENTS



1he National
ARCHIVES

he Declaration of Independence, the

TConstitution of the United States, and the

Bill of Rights are America’s most treasured

documents. They outline much of what the

word America means to its own citizens and

to people around the world. In a short span

of only thirteen years, America’s Founding

Fathers wrote these documents that continue

Washington, D.C. to form the basis of our American government

Constitution Avenue Entrance to the National Archives and our way of life. They completed the

Declaration of Independence in 1776, the Constitution of the United States in 1787, and the Bill
of Rights in 1789. Government workers keep them safe in the National Archives.

More than one million people visit the Archives each year. It is located along the National
Mall in Washington, D.C. The Mall is a rectangular-shaped open space. Scattered within
the Mall and lining it on all four sides are some of America’s most famous landmarks and
monuments, including the United States Capitol, the White House, the Smithsonian, and the
Washington and Lincoln Memorials. The Archives stands mid-way between the Capitol and

the White House. It is across from the Mall’s outdoor ice skating rink.

History of the National Archives

Since its beginning, the Federal government of the United States has kept records; but for
over 150 years, it did not have a central location to keep them together and safe. Finally, in 1926
Congress decided to build a National Archives. Site work began on the land in 1931. This work
became difficult because the ground was marshy and there was even an underground stream

running beneath the property.
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Architect John Russell Pope planned the massive limestone and granite National Archives.
It fills two city blocks. Pope included areas where employees would work to protect the records,
places for the records to be stored, and public
areas where special documents could be
displayed. When President Hoover laid the
cornerstone in 1933, he said, “This temple
of our history will appropriately be one of
the most beautiful buildings in America, an
expression of the American soul.”
One hundred twenty staff members
began working in the unfinished Archives in Constitution Avenue Entrance, 1935
late 1935. In the photo at right, an Archives
employee checks a humidity recorder to make sure that the
air in the Archives has the correct moisture level. By the late
1960s the building’s 900,000 square feet of storage space was
filled and the government began renting more storage space.

In 1993 a second building called Archives II was completed in

nearby College Park, Maryland. Mprs. Adelaide Minogue checks
the humidity level in stacks at the
A Walk Around the National Archives National Archives in 1942.

Let’s begin our walk around the exterior of the National Archives at the Constitution Avenue
entrance. The statues, “Guardianship” and “Heritage,” flank its staircase. They were designed
by James Earl Fraser. “Guardianship” is a male figure with a helmet, a lion skin, and a sword.
The statue symbolizes that the historical record must be protected for future generations. On
its pedestal are the words: “Eternal Vigilance is the Price of Liberty.” “Heritage” is a female
figure. She holds a child and a sheaf of wheat, which symbolize growth and hope. On its
pedestal are the words: “The Heritage of the Past is the Seed that Brings Forth the Harvest of
the Future.”

Look at the photo on page 28 and imagine that you are climbing these stairs. At the top are
some of the Archives’ seventy-two Corinthian columns. Each one is fifty-three feet high, five
feet eight inches in diameter and weighs ninety-five tons. Behind the columns are massive
bronze doors. At thirty-eight feet tall and almost ten feet across, they are largest bronze doors
in the world. Above the columns is a pediment. Fraser also designed this pediment, which
is entitled “Recorder of the Archives.” Its mythological figures depict a man holding the
keys to the Archives while he receives and catalogs America’s most precious documents. An

inscription above the pediment tells why the Archives was constructed: “The ties that bind the
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Pennsylvania Avenue Entrance to the National Archives Details of the Pennsylvania Avenue Entrance

Rooftop View of Washington, D.C.,
from the National Archives with One

30

of Its Twelve-Foot Eagles

“The Future,”
Designed by Robert I. Aitken

“The Past,”
Designed by Robert 1. Aitken

lives of our people in one indissoluble union are perpetuated
in the archives of our government and to their custody this
building is dedicated.”

As you circle the building to the right, look up at the words
carved on the eastern side: “This building holds in trust the
records of our national life and symbolizes our faith in the
permanency of our national institutions.”

Turn the corner to see the Pennsylvania Avenue entrance
of the Archives, pictured above. Here historians, genealogists,
government workers, lawyers, scholars, students, veterans,
and other citizens enter to do research. The pediment at this
entrance is entitled “Destiny.” It was designed by Adolph A.
Weinman. Its mythological figures illustrate that progress is
based on knowledge of the past. Atop both the Constitution
Avenue and Pennsylvania Avenue pediments are two twelve-
foot eagles with their wings extended. See one of the eagles at
left above.

Robert I. Aitken designed the statues, “The Future,” and
“The Past,” to the left and right of this entrance. They are
pictured at left. “The Future” is a young female who is looking
up from an open book to see into the future. On its base are
the words, “What is Past is Prologue.” “The Past” is an elderly
man holding a scroll and a closed book as he “stares down
the corridors of time.” The words on its base read, “Study the
Past.” Like the statues, “Heritage” and “Guardianship,” each

was cut from a single block of limestone weighing 125 tons.



Continue around the western side of the
building to read its inscription: “The glory
and romance of our history are here preserved
in the chronicles of those who conceived and

builded the structure of our nation.”

Rotunda for the
Charters of Freedom

In the center of the National Archives
is a beautiful rotunda, rising seventy-five
feet high. The Declaration of Independence,
the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights
are displayed with American flags in this
Rotunda for the Charters of Freedom. The
documents are encased in glass to protect
them from deteriorating. See close-up photos
of the Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution at right.

On either side of these “Charters
of Freedom” are murals entitled “The
Declaration” and “The Constitution.” Each
is approximately thirteen by thirty-four feet.
Artist Barry Faulkner painted them in oil at
his studio in Grand Central Station in New
York City. Both are imaginary scenes which
include portraits of some of the real men who
helped found our American government. The

murals are pictured below.

Rotunda for the Charters of Freedom

The Declaration of Independence

The Constitution of the United States

Murals by Barry Faulkner
Left: “The Declaration”; Right: “The Constitution”
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Attorney General Robert Kennedy speaks at the opening of
the Emancipation Proclamation Exhibit, January 4, 1963.

From Left to Right: Vincent Viola, General Raymond T.
Odierno, and Retired Captain Anthony K. Odierno, 2011

32

The Rotunda for the Charters of Freedom
is a fitting location for ceremonies honoring
individuals and events. At left Attorney
General Robert F. Kennedy, brother of
President John Kennedy, speaks at the
the

Emancipation Proclamation. This document

opening of an exhibit displaying
freed the slaves in Confederate states during
the Civil War. Father and son soldiers, Army
Chief of Staff General Raymond T. Odierno
and his retired Captain Anthony
K. Odierno, the first

Gunnery Sergeant John Basilone Award for

son,
receive Marine
Distinguished Military Service. See lower
photo. The honor was bestowed by the
National Italian American Foundation in
October of 2011.

NARA Facilities
Around the Country

The Archivist of the United States
heads the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). The NARA is
responsible for protecting and storing millions
of records of the Federal government. In
addition to the National Archives facility in
Washington, D.C., and Archives II in College
Park, Maryland, the NARA has other facilities
around the country. Locations are listed on
page 33, as are photos of three of them. Notice
that the one in Lee’s Summit, Missouri, is
underground. Each location specializes in
certain kinds of records or in records from
specific regions of the country. Many facilities
also have programs and displays of interest to

the public. Presidential libraries and museums



for each American President since Herbert Hoover are also
part of the National Archives system. Franklin Roosevelt
was the first President to begin a presidential library. At its
dedication in June of 1941, Roosevelt spoke these words which

are printed on the poster on page 32:

To bring together the records of the past and to house
them in buildings where they will be preserved for the
use of men and women in the future, a Nation must
believe in three things. It must believe in the past. It
must believe in the future. It must, above all, believe
in the capacity of its own people so to learn from the
past that they can gain in judgment in creating their
own future.

Wise government leaders keep records. Again and again the
Old Testament books of 1 and 2 Kings mention the chronicles
of the kings of Israel and Judah.

Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah and all his might,
and how he made the pool and the conduit and brought
water into the city, are they not written in the Book of the
Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?
2 Kings 20:20

Lesson Activities

Vocabulary — Look up each of these words in a dictionary
and read their definitions: archives, marshy, humidity,
pedestal, pediment.

Literature — Read “The Archivist's Code” in The Citizen'’s
Handbook, pages 5-6.

Creative Writing — Ask a parent about the ways and places
that your family keeps records. Make a list in your
notebook, titled “Our Family Archives.”

Find Out! — Which National Archives and Records
Administration facility is closest to your home?

Picture This! — Take a photograph or draw a picture of an
important document preserved in your household.

Student Workbook or Lesson Review — If you are using one of
these optional books, complete the assignment for Lesson 6.

NARA Locations

Anchorage, Alaska
Atlanta, Georgia
Boston, Massachusetts
Chicago, Illinois
College Park, Maryland
Dayton, Ohio
Denver, Colorado
Ft. Worth, Texas
Kansas City, Missouri
Laguna Niguel, California
Lee’s Summit, Missouri
Lenexa, Kansas
New York City, New York
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Pittsfield, Massachusetts
Riverside, California
San Francisco, California
St. Louis, Missouri
Seattle, Washington
Suitland, Maryland
Valmeyer, Illinois

College Park, Maryland
Archives 11

Atlanta, Georgia
Southeast Region

Lee’s Summit, Missouri
Central Plains Region
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1 he Declaration of

INDEPENDENCE

fter many years under the rule of Great
ABritain, representatives of the thirteen
British colonies met at Carpenters’ Hall in
Philadelphia from September 5 to October 26,
1774. They formed the Continental Congress.
Their purpose was to find ways to persuade
Great Britain to treat them fairly. Their efforts
failed.
In April of 1775, British soldiers and
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania colonists fought two battles in Massachusetts,
Independence Hall the Battles of Lexington and Concord. This
was the start of the Revolutionary War. In May
the colonies sent representatives to Philadelphia again. This Second Continental Congress met
in the State House of the Province of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. The building, now known
as Independence Hall, is pictured above. Colonial representatives continued to try to reconcile
differences between the colonies and Great Britain, but the mother country would not change
how it treated them.
Finally on June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee, a delegate from Virginia, made a motion that

the thirteen colonies declare themselves to be independent of Great Britain. Lee said that:

.. . these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent States,
that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political
connection between them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally
dissolved.

OnJune 11, the Congress assigned two future Presidents, Thomas Jefferson and John Adams,

along with Roger Sherman, Benjamin Franklin, and Robert Livingston, the task of writing a
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document declaring to the world the reasons that the colonies should be independent. The
Committee of Five set to work while the rest of the members of the Congress recessed (took
a break). On June 28 the committee brought its first draft to the Continental Congress. Artist
John Trumbull illustrated the scene. Read about the artist and his painting below.

Using Talents to Serve: Artist John Trumbull

“The Declaration of Independence” hangs in the Rotunda
of the United States Capitol. It depicts Thomas Jefferson
handing a draft of the Declaration of Independence to John
Hancock (seated at right), who served as president of the
Second Continental Congress. Standing by Jefferson are
other members of the Committee of Five. Forty-one other
members of the Continental Congress are watching.

In 1817 the U.S. Congress commissioned sixty-one year old artist John Trumbull to paint four scenes
from the time of the American Revolution. He completed this one the following year. Trumbull
based this 12 x 18 foot painting on a smaller 21 x 31 inch one he had created decades earlier. The
artist began planning the smaller version in 1786, just ten years after the historic event took place. He
decided to portray the individuals accurately, so he only included men whom he could paint from
life or paint from other portraits that had been painted from life. He used a sketch Thomas Jefferson
had created from memory to know how to paint the room. This painting was exhibited in New
York City, Boston, Philadelphia, and Baltimore before being brought to the Capitol in 1819. It was
sometimes displayed in various rooms and sometimes stored until 1826. At that time, it was hung
in the Rotunda, along with three other paintings by Trumbull. When he was seventy-two years old,
Trumbull applied wax to the backs and new varnish to the fronts to protect his paintings.

John Trumbull was the son of a colonial governor of Connecticut and was a graduate of Harvard. He
was a patriot who served as an aide-de-camp to General George Washington during the American
Revolution. His artistic works included patriotic scenes, portraits, and religious scenes.

Independence is Declared

On July 2 members of the Second Continental Congress voted to approve Richard Henry
Lee’s motion. Late on the morning on July 4, they voted to approve the final version of the
Declaration of Independence. The document informed Great Britain that the colonies would
no longer submit to its authority and announced to the world America’s beliefs about freedom.
In these words it declares faith in God, the equality of all people, and the rights of citizens:

We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are

endowed, by their CREATOR, with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.

The Declaration of Independence refers to “Nature’s God” and to “the Supreme Judge of
the World.” It declares a “firm Reliance on the Protection of DIVINE PROVIDENCE.”
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The document states that people are more important than government when it says,
“Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the
Governed.” John Hancock and Continental Congress secretary Charles Thomson signed the
Declaration. That day the Committee of Five took Thomas Jefferson’s handwritten manuscript
to John Dunlap, who was the official printer of the Continental Congress. He printed it that
night. Members of the Congress sent copies to the states and to commanders of the Continental
Army. Twenty-six copies still survive. The
copy pictured at right is in the holdings of the

National Archives.

Signing the Declaration
On July 19, Congress declared that the

Declaration of Independence be copied on
parchment and signed by each member.
Most members signed the parchment copy on
August 2. Other signatures were added later
that year. One member, Thomas McKean,
signed it five years later in 1781. This is
the copy on display in the Rotunda for the
Charters of Freedom. It is pictured on page 37.

Another early printing of the Declaration of

First Printed Copy of the Declaration of Independence,

Independence is described in the box below. Printed by John Dunlap of Philadelphia on July 4, 1776

Using Talents to Serve: Printer Mary Katherine Goddard

Members of the Second Continental Congress kept the list of signers secret at first out of fear of the
British government, but in January of 1777, they ordered that “an authentic copy of the Declaration
of Independencey, with the names of the members of Congress subscribing to the same, be sent to
each of the United States, and that they be desired to have the same put upon record.”

At this time the Second Continental Congress was meeting in Baltimore, Maryland. Baltimore
newspaper editor Mary Katherine Goddard printed fourteen of these “authentic” copies.

The words of the Declaration were printed in two columns. Below it were four columns, listing the
name of each signer by state. Along the bottom edge were these words: Baltimore, in Maryland:
Printed by Mary Katharine Goddard.

The Continental Congress continued to govern the United States throughout the American
Revolution. It was followed by the Confederation Congress. Charles Thomson served as
secretary of these congresses for fifteen years, from 1774 to 1789. During this time, he kept

the original signed copy of the Declaration of Independence in his possession. During the
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American Revolutionary War, the fighting made it necessary for him to move it from place to

place several times.

From the Department of State
to the National Archives

In the spring of 1789, the First Congress
under the Constitution convened in New
York City, America’s temporary Capital.
In July new President George Washington
ordered Thomson to give the original signed
Declaration to the Deputy Secretary of Foreign
Affairs.

In March of 1790, Thomas Jefferson
returned to America from France where he
had been serving as U.S. Ambassador. The
Department of Foreign Affairs was renamed
the Department of State and Jefferson was its  The original signed copy of the Declaration of Independence

] ) was embossed on parchment in July 1776. 1t is on display
first Secretary. At that time, Jefferson became in the Rotunda for the Charters of Freedom at the

the caretaker of the document he had written. National Archives in Washington, D-C.

The Federal government moved from New York to Philadelphia before moving
permanently to the new Capital of Washington, D.C., in 1800. The Declaration of
Independence moved with the government.

The British attacked Washington, D.C., during the War of 1812. Before the attack, Secretary
of State James Monroe told a State Department clerk about the imminent danger. The clerk
purchased linen, which was made into bags to carry the Declaration, Constitution, and other
records away from danger. They were taken to a private home in Leesburg, Virginia, where
they remained for several weeks.

In 1841 the Declaration of Independence was mounted on a wall opposite a window in the
U.S. Patent Office Building. Here it hung for thirty-five years while its ink grew fainter and the
parchment deteriorated.

When America celebrated the 100th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence in
1876, President Ulysses S. Grant gave temporary custody of the document to the mayor of
Philadelphia. Richard Henry Lee’s grandson read the Declaration of Independence there. See
illustration at the top of page 38.

After the Declaration was brought back to Washington, it was placed in what is now the

Eisenhower Executive Office Building. This turned out to be a blessing because the interior of
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its former home, the U.S. Patent Office, burned a few months later. In 1921 President Harding

ordered that the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution be moved to the Library of

Congress. On September 30, the Librarian of Congress carried them in a Model T Ford truck.

Mlustrated London News Drawing
of Richard Henry Lee’s Grandson,
also Named Richard Henry Lee,
Reading the Declaration
in Philadelphia on July 4, 1876

The Library of Congress
Receives the Declaration
of Independence, 1921

President and Mrs. Coolidge with
the Librarian of Congress at the
Dedication of the Shrine, 1924
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An appropriate shrine was constructed and President Calvin
Coolidge dedicated it in 1924. See photos at left. Guards
protected the documents there twenty-four hours a day.

When America entered World War 11, the Declaration and
other important documents were carried by train to Fort Knox
for safekeeping. They were met by members of the Secret
Service and a troop of soldiers. The Declaration stayed in the
Bullion Depository for the remainder of the war, except for
one special trip back to Washington, D.C. The Declaration
was displayed during the dedication of the new Jefferson
Memorial in April of 1943 and then returned to Fort Knox
where it stayed until it was returned to its shrine in the Library
of Congress in 1944.

On December 13, 1952, the Declaration of Independence
and the Constitution were moved to the National Archives,
which already had the Bill of Rights. On December 15, a
formal enshrining ceremony was held with President Harry
Truman as the featured speaker. See ceremony program at

left below.

Transfer of the Declaration of Independence
and the Constitution to the National Archives, 1952



The Declaration of Independence often found in history books is actually a copy authorized

by the U.S. Department of State in 1823. Read about it at right.

The principle of theequal value of all people
found in the Declaration of Independence is in
keeping with what Jesus taught about God’s

salvation for “whoever believes.”

For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him

shall not perish, but have eternal life.
John 3:16

Lesson Activities

Thinking Biblically — Discuss with a parent
or write a paragraph in your notebook: Do
you think that the idea that “all men are
created equal” is a Biblical concept? Why

or why not?

Vocabulary — Copy these words in your

notebook, each on a separate line:
allegiance, varnish, providence, consent,
imminent. Look up each word in the
dictionary. Next to each word, write what
part or parts of speech it is according to

the way the word is used in the lesson.

Literature — Read “Response to an Invitation
from the Citizens of Washington” in The

Citizen’s Handbook, page 7.

Creative Writing — Choose any one person

from the illustrations in this lesson. In

Using Talents to Serve:
Engraver William Stone

Around 1820 Secretary of State John Quincy
Adams commissioned engraver William Stone
to create a new official copy of the Declaration
of Independence and the signatures. He
completed it in 1823 and sold it to the State
Department. The State Department had
200 copies engraved on parchment. The
U.S. Congress passed a resolution that the
engravings be stored in official locations and
be given to certain government officials and to
the original signers who were still living. Two
members of the Committee of Five, Thomas
Jefferson and John Adams, received copies.
Only a few dozen of these original prints
survive. In 1888 Stone’s widow gave one to the
Smithsonian Institution. The engraving below
is in the holdings of the National Archives.

your notebook, write a letter of at least one-half page from that person to a family member

describing what it was like to experience the event occurring in the illustration.

Student Workbook or Lesson Review — If you are using one of these optional books, complete

the assignment for Lesson 7.
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1 he United States

CONSTITUTION

hen the thirteen former colonies declared themselves independent of Great Britain on
W]uly 4, 1776, members of the Second Continental Congress were already talking about
a government for their new nation. Their experience as colonies had made them afraid of a
strong central government, so they chose to keep government power in the thirteen individual
states. However, they did decide to unite in a confederation. A confederation is an alliance
of independent countries or states that join together to support each other. In November of
1777, the Continental Congress adopted America’s first constitution, called the Articles of
Confederation. They decided that it would go into effect when all thirteen states ratified it.
The fighting of the Revolutionary War was almost over by the time Maryland became
the thirteenth state to ratify the Articles of Confederation on March 1, 1781. The name of the
Second Continental Congress then became the Congress of the Confederation. See Articles of
Confederation below.
The Continental and Confederation Congresses led our
new country to victory in the American Revolution. The
Confederation Congress created a good plan for the land
west of the Appalachians that America received after the
Revolution. Their plan was called the Northwest Ordinance.
Article IIT of the Articles of Confederation said that this
organization of states had “a firm league of friendship with
each other.” However, American leaders worried about the
strength of their new country. Future Presidents George
Washington and James Madison were among those who
were concerned. Washington wrote to Madison: “Wisdom
and good examples are necessary at this time to rescue the
Original Articles of Confederation political machine from the impending storm.” Madison and
New York lawyer Alexander Hamilton (who later became the
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first Secretary of the Treasury) asked the Confederation Congress to call delegates from all

states together to revise the Articles. The Confederation Congress agreed to do so.

The Constitutional Convention

Delegates slowly trickled into Philadelphia in May of 1787. Among them were
Washington and Madison representing Virginia and Hamilton representing New York.
Madison brought strong ideas about how the United States government should be organized.
Earlier he had written to Washington: “[I have] formed in my mind some outlines of a new
system, I take the liberty of submitting them without apology, to your eye.” Throughout the
convention, Madison provided capable leadership and kept careful notes.

Finally, on May 25, delegates from a majority of the states arrived and meetings began
in Independence Hall. The first act of the proceedings was to elect a president for the
Constitutional Convention. Delegates chose General George Washington by unanimous vote.

Soon a majority of the delegates decided not simply to make changes but to write a new
constitution. They decided that the United States needed a strong national government that
could act when needed, while protecting the rights of states and of individual citizens.

Delegates faced controversial issues, especially about how to make the new government fair
to large states and small ones. They learned to compromise and to work through differences.
They worked in secret through the summer and finally, in September, a majority agreed on
the document that governs America today. Fifty-five delegates participated in the Convention.
Of those, thirty-nine signed the Constitution of the United States on September 17, 1787. See

painting below and read about its artist.

Using Talents to Serve: Artist Albert Herter

Albert Herter lived from 1871
to 1950. He painted this 9 x 18.5
foot mural of the signing of the
Constitution for the Wisconsin
Supreme Court Hearing Room
in the Wisconsin State Capitol in
Madison. Herter’s son Christian
later became the Governor of
Massachusetts. His son also
served as U.S. Secretary of State
under President Dwight D.
Eisenhower.

Delegates held a farewell banquet and then returned to their home states, where most
delegates worked to convince their states to ratify the Constitution. The original signed

Constitution is pictured on page 42.
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The Constitution of the United States

The Original Four-Page Handwritten Copy of the Constitution of the United States

With its opening words, “We the People,” the Preamble to the Constitution restates a

principle from the Declaration of Independence: the power of government comes from the

consent of the people being governed.

George Washington at the Constitutional Convention”
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We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania State House
“The Creation and Preservation of the Union—

by Violet Oakley

Washington’s Leadership

Washington had led his troops well in
the American Revolution, and he provided
strong leadership during the convention. The
painting at left illustrates Washington rising to
speak, and saying, “If to please the people we
offer what we ourselves disapprove, how can
we afterward defend our work? Let us raise a
standard to which the wise and the honest can
repair; the event is in the hand of God.” When
New Jersey-born artist Violet Oakley painted
a series of sixteen murals for the state senate
chamber of the Pennsylvania State Capitol
in Harrisburg, she included a portion of that
quote along the top border of the mural at
left.



A Time of Transition

Delegates had written in Article VII of the Constitution that it would go into effect when state
conventions in nine states had ratified it. Meanwhile the Confederation Congress continued
to operate the United States government. In late September, it directed state legislatures to
organize ratification conventions in each state.

As you learned in Unit 1, all thirteen states eventually ratified the Constitution; but it took
four years. Delaware was first. Acting quickly, it ratified the Constitution on December 7,
1787, less than three months after it was signed. By January 9, 1788, Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Georgia, and Connecticut had also ratified it. Still, the people in many states were divided about
what to do. The main objections were fears that the Constitution made the Federal government

too strong and that it did not protect the rights of individual citizens adequately.

The Federalist Papers

Soon after the Convention, the proposed Constitution was published in newspapers. People
began to write essays opposing it. James Madison and Alexander Hamilton joined New York
attorney John Jay to write essays supporting it. Jay was not a member of the Constitutional
Convention, but he had held important government positions during the American Revolution
and during the time America was governed by the Articles of Confederation. Madison,
Hamilton, and Jay published their essays anonymously in New York State newspapers during
1787 and 1788. They used the pen name “Publius.” Each essay was called “The Federalist”
and they were numbered one through eighty-five. The essays were published together in book
form in 1788. They are now referred to as The Federalist Papers. Thomas Jefferson later called the

essays the “best commentary on the principles of government ever written.”

A New Government

The Constitution went into effect on June 21, 1788, when New Hampshire became the
ninth state to ratify it. Virginia and New York soon followed. In September the Confederation
Congress passed an election ordinance which told the states when they should select electors
for an Electoral College which would then elect the first President. Electors in each state met to
cast their votes on February 4, 1789. Each elector could vote for two people. The person who
received the most votes would become President and the person who received the second
highest number would become Vice President (electors and the Electoral College are explained
in Lesson 44).

State legislatures chose Senators and elections were held for members of the House of

Representatives. The new Senators and Representatives began gathering in New York City
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in the spring of 1789. When enough arrived to achieve a quorum, they convened the first
Congress (a quorum is a minimum number of people who must be present for a meeting to be
official). A quorum was achieved in the House of Representatives on April 1, 1789, and in the
Senate on April 6.

Congress officially counted the ballots of the Electoral College, which included electors
from ten states (New York had not chosen their electors in time and North Carolina and
Rhode Island had not yet ratified the Constitution). George Washington received the most
votes because every elector cast a vote for their beloved Revolutionary War hero. John Adams
received the second highest number of votes. He began acting as Vice President on April 21.
Washington was inaugurated on April 30. John Jay, co-writer of The Federalist Papers, became
the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. North Carolina and Rhode Island ratified the

Constitution in 1789 and 1790, and then they also sent representatives to the First Congress.

James Madison, Father of the Constitution

In the years after the Constitution took effect, Americans began to honor James Madison as
the Father of the Constitution. His able leadership helped bring it into existence and his hard
work helped convince reluctant states to ratify it. Madison planned that his notes from the
Constitutional Convention not be published until the last delegate to the convention had died.
This turned out to be Madison himself. His
notes were published after his death.

In 1980 a fitting memorial was dedicated
to Madison, the James Madison Memorial
Building at the Library of Congress. At right
are a nine-foot statue of Madison and one
of the eight quotes by Madison which are
inscribed on the teak wood walls inside the
building’s Memorial Hall. See the sculptor at
work on page 45.

The Enduring Constitution

All of American government in our cities
and towns, our states, and our nation is based

on the Constitution of the United States. It is

our most important document, a blueprint , Washington, D.C.

Memorial Hall, James Madison Memorial Building,
for what our government can do and what Library of Congress
. . Above: Statue of James Madison by Walker K. Hancock
it cannot do and a standard that each citizen Below: Words Penned by Madison in 1829
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and government official must obey. When a new President or
Senator or Representative is elected to serve in Washington,
D.C,, he or she must take an oath to support and defend our
Constitution.

Government officials should reread the Constitution
often to remind them of the foundation of our laws. When
God spoke to the Israelites about the responsibilities of their
king, who would be their highest government official, He
commanded that the king write his own copy of the Law of
Moses. He told them:

It shall be with him and he shall read it all the days
Sculptor Walker K. Hancock of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God,
at Work in 1974 by carefully observing all the words of this law and
these statutes, that his heart may not be lifted up above
his countrymen and that he may not turn aside from the
commandment, to the right or the left, so that he and his sons
may continue long in his kingdom in the midst of Israel.

Deuteronomy 17:19-20
Lesson Activities
Thinking Biblically — Copy Deuteronomy 17:19-20 into your notebook, using the version of

your choice.

Literature — Read “The First Prayer of the Continental Congress” in The Citizen’s Handbook,
page 8.

Find Out! — Does your local library have a copy of The Constitution of the United States?
What are the call numbers (shelf location)?

Picture This! — Draw a picture of one of the men involved in the creation of the Constitution
mentioned in this lesson. Find a portrait to copy.

Student Workbook or Lesson Review — If you are using one of these optional books, complete
the assignment for Lesson 8.
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1he Bill of

RIGHTS

Original Bill of Rights

he writers of the Constitution realized
Tthat American leaders would sometimes
want to amend (or change) the Constitution,
so they included instructions about how that
could be accomplished.

People in many states believed that
the Constitution should give more rights
to individual citizens. President George
Washington mentioned this in his first
inaugural address. Citizens were concerned
that the new Federal government might
become too strong and take away the rights
that Americans enjoyed. They remembered
how the British government denied certain
rights to the colonists, and they did not want

their government ever to do the same thing.

While state conventions were meeting to decide about ratifying the Constitution, they came

up with suggestions for about 350 amendments they believed would guarantee the rights of

individual American citizens. Many of the proposed amendments were similar.

James Madison gathered these suggestions, blended them together, and proposed twelve

amendments for the First Congress to consider. Congress

passed them and sent them to President Washington on

September 25, 1789. The President sent them to the individual

states, which voted on each of these amendments individually.

The Constitution requires ratification by three-fourths of the

states before an amendment becomes part of the Constitution.
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Three-fourths of the states ratified ten of the amendments. They became known as the Bill of
Rights. The original handwritten copy is pictured on page 46.

The official handwritten ratification by the State of New York is also pictured on page
46. It begins: “We the People of the State of New York, By the Grace of God, Free and
Independent.”

The First Amendment

1. Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

When the Constitution was written, many countries in Europe had official state churches.
In England it was the Church of England. In France it was the Roman Catholic Church. The
First Amendment states that the United State Congress cannot choose a church as the official
church of the United States.

When Congress passed the First Amendment and the states ratified it, they were not saying
that government officials could not mention God or Jesus. They did not mean that prayers could
not be said at official government functions. They did not mean that the Ten Commandments
could not be posted on government property. Congress was trying to prevent the United
States from having the kinds of problems that happened in Europe. There the leaders of the
official religion sometimes persecuted those who believed differently. Sometimes a country
that had one official religion went to war against a country that had another official religion,
just because of that religious difference. Some of the individual states in America had official
churches and they continued to do so for several years after the Constitution was ratified.
However, the national government could not do this for the entire United States.

The First Amendment also says that Congress cannot pass laws “prohibiting the free
exercise” of religion. It cannot make it hard for people to practice their religion.

Americans cannot persecute people of a
particular group. The First Amendment also
protects the rights of people in government
who want to exercise their religion. Because
Americans believe that individuals are
important, they believe that people should be
able to think and believe as they wish. The Girl
Scouts at right are worshipping at a Freewill Montgomery, Alabama

. . Freewill Missionary Baptist Church
Missionary Baptist church.
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Columbia, Tennessee Madison, Wisconsin
The Daily Herald Newspaper Protester with Signs at the State Capitol

The First Amendment also states that Congress cannot pass laws that would prevent people
from saying what they want to say. It cannot tell people or organizations, like the small town
newspaper, pictured above, what they can write either.

Before the United States was founded, people in other countries were sometimes put in jail
or even executed for criticizing the king. Americans believed that kings and governments can
sometimes be wrong and that people are too valuable to have to suffer when their leaders are
wrong. They wanted Americans to be free to change the government for the better if they saw
a need to do so. See a woman protesting at the Wisconsin State Capitol above.

The First Amendment also makes it illegal for Congress to pass laws that keep groups of

American citizens from getting together as long as the groups gather peacefully.
The Second and Third Amendments

II. A well requlated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of
the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

II1. No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of

the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

The Second and Third Amendments protect American citizens from an army that is too
powerful. A militia is an organization of citizens who serve as temporary soldiers to defend
their families and property from attack. The First Congress realized that if the government
and its army are the only ones who have weapons, such an arrangement can potentially put
the people at risk of losing their freedom. They realized that citizens should have the right to
keep and bear arms so that they could protect their country and their own lives, families, and

property. They wanted them to be able to engage in peaceful activities such as hunting.
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During the colonial period, the British

government required colonists to house

British troops stationed in America. This was

a violation of the private property rights of the

colonists. The government needs to provide

for the housing of troops without invading

private homes to do so. The photo at right

shows the

interior of a barracks at Lackland

Air Force base in San Antonio. All airmen go San Antonio, Texas

Barracks at Lackland Air Force Base

through basic training at this base.

The Fourth Through Eighth Amendments

IV. Theright of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against

unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall
issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly
describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

V. No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless

VL

VII.

VIII.

on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land
or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public
danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in
jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness
against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of
law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public
trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have
been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and
to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the
witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his
favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars,
the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be
otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than according to the
rules of the common law.

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and
unusual punishments inflicted.

The Fourth through Eighth Amendments guarantee that the government will not bully

private citizens. They are mainly about protecting the rights of people who have been accused

of committing a crime. They express a belief that every human being is valuable and has
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rights, even people who have been accused
of breaking the law. Someone accused of
committing a crime has the guarantee that
the American court system will be fair when
deciding whether he is guilty or innocent.

People who were in favor of the Bill of
Rights did not want the government to have
too much power. They only wanted the
government to help people be able to live in }g}lllesr]l;jgzo{/e};?;gs
freedom, peace, and security. They did not
want the government to be able to arrest someone or put him in prison simply because he
disagreed with government decisions or because he was of a different race or religion than the
people running the government. The government cannot go into someone’s home and search
for evidence of a crime unless there is a good reason to do so. The Eighth Amendment even
protects people who have been found guilty of committing crimes from having to pay fines
that are too big. It also protects people from “cruel and unusual punishment.”

The Bill of Rights guarantees that a person accused of a crime will not have to go to trial
over and over again for the same crime once he has been declared innocent by a court. People
accused of certain crimes must not have to wait a long time before they go to court. They must
be allowed to have a jury decide whether they are guilty or innocent. They must be able to talk
to the people who are accusing them.

The last portion of the Fifth Amendment says that the government cannot take a citizen’s
private property to build something like a road or a school unless it pays the property owner
fairly. The government cannot simply take a person’s home or possessions just because it has

enough power to do so.
The Ninth and Tenth Amendments

IX. The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to
deny or disparage others retained by the people.

X. The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited
by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

The last two amendments in the Bill of Rights are general statements that protect the
rights of the people and the rights of individual states. They are meant to limit the powers of

the Federal government. The Ninth Amendment says that the listing of certain rights in the
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Constitution does not mean that people do not have other rights just because the Constitution

does not mention them.

The Tenth Amendment says that the states or the people have all rights that the

Constitution does not specifically give to the Federal government. This means that the authors

of the Constitution wanted the Federal government to have limits on what it could do. The

Tenth Amendment also says that states or the people cannot do something that the Constitution

specifically says they cannot do. For example, the Constitution says that no state can make a

treaty with a foreign country.

Many Americans have memorized
portions of the Constitution, especially its
Preamble. However, one man in the 1930s
performed an amazing feat of memorization.
Read about him at right.

We can thank God that we live in a
country where the government is based on
the recognition of the worth of every person.
This enables us to live in freedom, safety, and
security. Those of us who believe in the worth
of every person in the eyes of God must take
part in the civic life of our country so that
these rights and freedoms can continue.

Freedoms that Americans enjoy today are
laid out in the Bill of Rights. Long before these
were written, God gave Christians freedom in
Christ. God wants us to use the freedom He

gives us to bless other people.

For you were called to freedom, brethren;
only do not turn your freedom into an
opportunity for the flesh,
but through love serve one another.
Galatians 5:13

Using Talents to Serve: Harry E. Wilhelm

Forty-three-year-old Harry E. Wilhelm is
reciting the Constitution from memory. In 1937
the Constitution was 150 years old. By then it
had been amended a total of twenty-one times.
At that time, the document included 6,757
words. On September 13 of that year Harry
Wilhelm visited Congressman Sol Bloom, a
member of the U.S. House of Representatives.
Bloom was then serving as the Chairman of the
United States Constitutional Sesquicentennial
Commission. Wilhelm told Bloom that he was
the only person in the world who could recite
the Constitution from memory. Bloom told
Wilhelm that if he could perform this feat,
he would give him a job on the commission.
Wilhelm recited as Bloom checked the
words. Wilhelm did indeed quote the entire
Constitution and its twenty-one amendments.
Wilhelm got the job.
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Lesson Activities

Thinking Biblically — In your notebook, write down ways you practice your faith with
freedom and without fear of punishment. Consider with thankfulness the freedom of
religion as promised in the Bill of Rights.

Vocabulary — Write five sentences in your notebook, using one of these words in each: amend,
petition, function, accusation, sesquicentennial. Check in a dictionary if you need help with
their definitions.

Creative Writing — Using your freedom of speech, design a poster that protests something
you think should be changed in your town, state, or country. Include the reasons for your
opinion and how you think the change could be made.

Find Out! — What is the name of your local newspaper, or a newspaper published nearby?

Picture This! — Draw a picture or take a photograph of someone exercising a freedom
guaranteed in the Bill of Rights.

Student Workbook or Lesson Review — If you are using one of these optional books, complete
the assignment for Lesson 9.

* Remember to choose an American Holiday to study this week! *
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UnNiT 3 — How AMERICA WORKS




Government on

1T HREE LLEVELS

merican government is organized on three levels: national, state, and local. The address
on the envelope below illustrates them. Kathleen is an American girl who received a
letter from Melita, her English pen pal. Notice that Kathleen lives in Franklin, Kansas, in the
U.S.A. Her national government is the United States of America. Her state government is the
State of Kansas. Her local government is the

town of Franklin.

The Constitution of the United States
outlines how our government is organized on
the national level. Another term used for our
national government is Federal government.
Both terms are used in Uncle Sam and You.
Each state has a state constitution that outlines
the organization of that state and the local
governments within that state. American
citizens can serve in a variety of ways at the

national, state, and local levels.

The National Level

The headquarters of our national government is in our Capital City of Washington, D.C.
The United States Capitol is there. Notice that the building is spelled capitol and the city is
spelled capital. In addition to the Capitol, our Federal government has many other facilities
in Washington, D.C. Examples are the U.S. Department of Commerce, the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA), and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), all
pictured at the top of page 55. The Federal government also has facilities in thousands of other
places around the country. Federal facilities in Idaho, Iowa, Maine, and Washington are also

pictured on page 55.
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The National Level in Washington, D.C.

United States Capitol

Headquarters of the National
Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA)

Woodsy Owl and Smokey

Herbert C. Hoover Building Bear at the U.S. Department
Department of Commerce of Agriculture

The National Level Around the Country

Arco, Idaho
Visitor Center, Craters of the Moon

. National Monument and Preserve
Prairie City, Iowa

Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge

Owl’s Head, Maine
Owl’s Head Light, Operated by
the United States Coast Guard

Carson, Washington
Carson National Fish Hatchery




The State Level

The headquarters of each of the fifty state governments is the state capitol in its state capital.
In some states, the capitol building is called a state house (and some states use the spelling

“statehouse”). Notice the similarities and differences in the state capitols pictured below. Please

note that the old capitols of Arizona and Florida are pictured. These are now museums.

The State Level - State Capitols

Providence, Rhode Island
o -

Bismarck, North Dakota

E a
COlumbus’ Ohio E
. Old Capitol
Montpelier, Vermont in Tallahassee, Florida

Helena, Montana Madison, Wisconsin Oklahoma City, Oklahoma




The State Level in Capital Cities

L

Madison, Wisconsin Harrisburg, Pennsylvania Sacramento, California
Wisconsin Historical Statue of Abraham Lincoln in Library of the California Firefighters
Museum Matthew |. Ryan Legislative Office Building Memorial in Capitol Park

Like the Federal government, each state government has other facilities in its capital city.
See examples above. They also have facilities around the state. The photos below include a
Department of Transportation building in Oregon, a welcome center in Michigan, and the
historic Alamo in Texas. In the welcome center photo are statues erected in honor of workers

who have died while working on road construction.

The State Level Around the State

NI

Bend, Oregon Clare, Michigan San Antonio, Texas
Department of Welcome Center with The Alamo historic site is owned by the State of
Transportation Offices Transportation Worker Texas but managed by a private organization, the
Memorial Daughters of the Republic of Texas.

The Local Level

States have a variety of local governments. Let’s think about counties first. All states are
divided into counties, except Louisiana, which has parishes, and Alaska, which has boroughs.
The headquarters of a county government is in one of its towns, called the county seat. The
main offices of a county are often in a county courthouse.
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Towns and cities also have local governments. Their main offices are in town halls or city
halls. Other local governments include townships and special districts. Examples of special
districts include school, library, electric, water, and sewer districts. Pictured below are various

local government facilities.

Local Level Facilities

D D Milfol‘d, Delaware

City Hall

Columbia, Tennessee Houston, Texas
Maury County Courthouse City Hall

HEN

Somerville, New Jersey Urbana, Illinois Denver, Colorado
Somerset County Courthouse Urbana Free Library Denver Civic Center

Three Levels and You

As you study Uncle Sam and You, you will learn what governments do at the national, state,
and local levels. Today let’s look at a few ways local, state, and Federal governments affect
your daily life.

Transportation. If you live in a city, the street in front of your house is probably owned
by the local city government. If you travel to another city several miles away, you might ride
on a state or Federal highway or on an Interstate. Interstates are examples of one way that the
Federal government works with state governments. These roads are owned by whatever state

they are in, yet most of the money to pay for Interstates has come from the Federal budget.
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Taxes. Americans pay taxes to local and state governments and to the Federal government.
Look at the sales receipt at right. Notice that the sales tax rate is 9.75%, so the sales tax due

on the purchase of a $15.00 game is $1.46. Since both local and state governments sometimes

collect sales tax, this hypothetical sales tax could include a 9%
state sales tax of $1.35 and a local sales tax of $0.11 (or .75%). Ral phag

Your parents must pay Federal income tax based on their Department Store
212 Austin

yearly income. Depending on where you live, they might also Catawba, New Mexico 88785

pay local and/or state income taxes.

. . . ) Stuffed Shirts Game  $15.00
Parks. Your family might enjoy outings at local, state, | g,ptotal $15.00

and national parks. Perhaps your soccer team plays games at | Sales Tax (rate: 9.75%) ~ $1.46

. . . Total $16.46
a local city park. Your grandparents may organize a family

reunion at a county park. In the fall, your family may rent a Number of Items Sold: 1
. ) Receipt # 0980981
state park cabin for a weekend getaway. Your family could Date 11/11/11 Time 2:37

also travel to Grand Canyon National Park for a vacation in

the summer.
As Christians, we are subject to the authority of our government at the local, state, and

Federal levels. As Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome:

Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities.
For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.

Romans 13:1
Lesson Activities

Thinking Biblically — Discuss with a parent: Why do you think God created government?

Creative Writing — In your notebook, write a short story of 2-3 paragraphs about a person

interacting with all three levels of government on a single day.
Find Out! — What is your local sales tax rate?

Picture This! — Take a photograph or draw a picture of a local government building or vehicle.

Be sure you don’t get in the way of government workers doing their jobs.

Student Workbook or Lesson Review — If you are using one of these optional books, complete
the assignment for Lesson 11.
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Government in

T HREE BRANCHES

hen America’s Founding Fathers wrote the U.S.
WConstitution, they decided to create a Federal
government with three branches. They based this idea on
a philosophy that began in Europe. In the 1700s European
philosophers were thinking about new ways for governments
to be organized. Frenchman Baron de Montesquieu (MON-
tes-kew), pictured at right, was one of them. Montesquieu
wrote that the power of government should be divided into
three branches. He thought people working in each branch Baron de Montesquic
should take care of one set of responsibilities. Montesquieu
suggested that governments have a legislative branch which would make laws, an executive
branch which would make sure the laws were enforced, and a judicial branch which would
make decisions when the laws were disobeyed or questioned. Montesquieu believed that
separating government responsibilities into three areas would keep the people who worked in
any one area from getting too powerful. This idea is called separation of powers.

America’s Federal government is divided into legislative, executive, and judicial branches,
as illustrated in the blue box. The Federal legislative branch makes laws and is called the U.S.
Congress. It includes two parts called houses: the Senate and the House of Representatives.
Members of the Senate are Senators; members of the House of Representatives are called
Congressmen, Representatives, or members of the House. Congress meets in the U.S. Capitol.

The Federal executive branch makes sure that laws passed by Congress are enforced. The
executive is headed by our President, who lives and works in the White House. The President
oversees the people who work in the executive branch.

The Federal judicial branch makes decisions about laws passed by Congress. It includes the
U.S. Supreme Court and other Federal courts across the country. The Supreme Court meets in

the Supreme Court Building.
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Checks and Balances

’Ihree BranCh €S The three branches of government are not
Legislative

only separate, but each branch also limits and
balances the powers of the other two branches
so that no branch becomes too powerful. This
arrangement is called checks and balances.

Here are some examples:

* Congress passes laws, but the
President can veto (or reject those
laws. However, if two-thirds of
both the House and the Senate vote
to do so, Congress can reject (or

override) the President’s veto.
Washington, D.C.

United States Capitol * After a President is elected and
e inaugurated he serves as President

Executive &

for four years. However, Congress

can remove him from office if he is

found guilty of serious crimes.

* Congress and the President
share power during times of war.
Congress has the power to declare
war, but the President has authority
to act as the Commander in Chief

Wiashington, D.C. of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and
The White House Marines.
JlldiCial * The President decides who he

wants to appoint as judges in
Federal courts, but the Senate must
approve the people he appoints
before they can serve.

* Once they are appointed and
approved by the Senate, Federal
judges can serve in their positions
for the rest of their lives. However,

Washington, D.C. Congress can remove those found
Supreme Court Building

guilty of serious crimes.
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Working Together

Families work best when
each member cooperates and
works for the good of each
family member. Likewise
the Federal government
works best when the three
branches work together.
When George Washington
was inaugurated, New York
City served as our Capital
City. All three branches were
housed in New York’s City

Hall. The building, now known as Federal Hall, is pictured
above. When the Capital City moved briefly to Philadelphia,

New York City, New York
Statue of President George
Washington in Front of Federal Hall

all three branches met in Independence Hall.

Nevada
Ash Meadows National Wildlife Refuge is home to at least
twenty-four plants and animals found nowhere else on earth.

Washington, D.C.

Meeting in the Longworth House Office Building, 2012
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Washington, D.C.
House Speaker Carl Albert,
President Richard Nixon, and
Chief Justice Warren Burger
at the National Archives
on July 4, 1971

Austin, Texas
J. J. Pickle Federal Building

Urbana, Illinois
Federal Courthouse



As illustrated in Lesson 11 and the lower photos on page 62, the Federal government has
grown greatly since then. Though this growth makes cooperation harder, it is still necessary.

The photograph at top right on page 62 records a time when leaders of the three branches
of the Federal government were together for a ceremony at the National Archives. Speaker of
the House of Representatives Carl Albert, a leader in the legislative branch; President Nixon,
our 37th Chief Executive; and Warren Burger, Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, were
photographed prior to Fourth of July speeches in 1971.

Three Branches in State and Local Governments

Each of the fifty state governments is also organized into legislative, executive, and judicial
branches. A state legislative branch is called the state legislature. The legislature of every state
except one has two parts, a senate and a house of representatives, which is sometimes called
a state assembly. The one exception is Nebraska, which has only a senate. A term used for a
two-part legislature is bicameral. The Nebraska legislature is unicameral. The mosaic below
represents Moses, the lawgiver, and the legislature of Wisconsin, the law-making body of

Wisconsin state government.

Madison, Wisconsin
This mosaic made of thousands of pieces of colored glass adorns the Rotunda of the Wisconsin State Capitol.
Artist Kenyon Cox intended for the mosaic to remind viewers of Moses.
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The head of a state executive branch is called a Governor. Just as leaders in each of the three
branches must cooperate, government leaders on various levels must cooperate as well. In the
photo at left below, Secretary Tom Vilsack, head of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, speaks
with Montana Governor Brian Schweitzer at a breakfast for Federal officials and Governors of
western states.

Each state also has a state judicial system, including a state supreme court and a system of
circuit courts. At right below is the supreme court chamber in the Iowa State Capitol.

Local governments have three branches, too. Town, city, and county names for these vary
widely; but for now, we’ll just mention the following as examples. A city legislative branch may

be called a city council; a city executive, a mayor; and a local judicial branch, a city court.

Washington, D.C.

U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack
(left) meets with Montana Governor Brian Schweitzer
in the Lincoln Room at the Headquarters of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture on February 26, 2012.

Des Moines, Iowa
Supreme Court Chamber in the lowa State Capitol

Three Branches and You

You will also learn details about what the three branches of government do as you study
Uncle Sam and You, but today let’s look at one example of how the three branches of government
may affect your daily life. Imagine that your town’s city council (legislative branch) passes a
law that all dogs must be kept on a leash and that people who violate that law must pay a $25
fine. If your family owns a dog, you will have to obey the law. The mayor (executive branch) is
responsible for making sure that the city police force does its job. If your family repeatedly lets
your dog run around without a leash, the police are required to give your parents a citation to

appear in court (judicial branch) because they are not obeying the law.
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God’s Word teaches us that we should honor and obey the people who serve in our
government. In this passage, the apostle Peter instructs Christians to obey the Roman

government, which was in authority over Israel during the time of the New Testament.

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution,
whether to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent by him
for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right.

1 Peter 2: 13-14

Lesson Activities

Vocabulary — In your notebook, make a simple drawing for each of these words that illustrates
what it means: philosophy, legislative, executive, judicial, veto. Write the word under the

drawing. Check in a dictionary if you need help with their definitions.

Literature — Read “Three Branches —Excerpts from the Constitution” in The Citizen’s Handbook,
page 9.
Find Out! — Where is the Federal courthouse nearest to you?

Picture This! — Take a photograph or make a drawing that illustrates a law your family must
obey.

Student Workbook or Lesson Review — If you are using one of these optional books, complete
the assignment for Lesson 12.
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America’s
FOUNDING FATHERS

ur nation did not just happen. God raised up a remarkable group of about one hundred
Oindividuals who brought about the founding of the United States of America. Among
them were the men who wrote and signed the Declaration of Independence, those who served
in the Continental Congress, those who wrote and signed the Constitution, and those who
boldly and courageously helped and encouraged these leaders. By the 1820s, politicians were
calling these men “the founders” or “the fathers.” In a 1916 speech at the Republican National
Convention, Senator (and later President) Warren Harding of Ohio used the term “Founding
Fathers” to describe them. The term has been used ever since. Look at illustrations of the
Founding Fathers below and on page 67.

Most of the Founding Fathers were born in the American colonies, but some were born in
foreign countries, including Ireland, England, and Scotland. One, Alexander Hamilton, was
born in the West Indies. Almost all believed in Jesus Christ. Most were Protestants; two were
Roman Catholic.

Asboys and young men, some were educated at home, some had tutors, and others attended
local or private schools. At a time when only a small percentage of Americans received a

college education, about half of these men attended college and some were college graduates.

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Sculptors carved some of our Founding Fathers on the entrance doors of the Pennsylvania State Capitol Rotunda.
At left are men involved in writing and signing the Declaration of Independence,
and at right are men involved in writing and signing the Constitution.
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In adulthood they worked in various professions. Some were merchants and others invested in
business. Many were planters (a term used for people who owned and managed large farming
operations). Some were lawyers or physicians. Almost all were fairly well-off, and a few were
considered wealthy. Some inherited wealth from their families, but others had worked hard
for their material possessions. Some owned slaves.
Before the American Revolution, many had been elected
to offices in their local communities or their colonies. During
the War, many served as officers in the Continental Army.
After the Constitution was adopted, the Founders continued
to have considerable influence. Among the most prominent
were four future Presidents, George Washington, John Adams,
Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison; the first Secretary of
the Treasury, Alexander Hamilton; the first Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court, John Jay; and inventor, diplomat, and
statesman Benjamin Franklin. Numerous others served as
U.S. Senators and Congressmen, diplomats, judges, state
Governors, or members of a President’s Cabinet. Many of their

descendants served in government also. In this lesson we will The Federal Works Progress

Administration created this poster
c. 1940. Notice the Founding Father

great nation, but whose names are not quite so well known. and American flag behind the men
who are studying democracy.

look at two of the remarkable men who helped to found our

Roger Sherman’s Early Life

Only two men signed all three of these founding documents: the Declaration of
Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and the United States Constitution. They were
Roger Sherman of Connecticut and Robert Morris of Pennsylvania. Roger Sherman was born
in 1721 in Massachusetts. His father was a farmer and a cobbler. As a boy, Roger worked
alongside his father. He helped him on their farm and learned his trade. Roger went to the
local school, but he gained much of his knowledge through his great love of reading. When he
grew up, he kept an open book with him while he was working, so that he could turn to the
book when his eyes were not needed for the other work he was doing.

When Roger was twenty-two years old, his father died. After helping to settle his father’s
estate, Roger moved with his family to New Milford, Connecticut, near his elder brother.
There he worked hard and continued to study. Sherman became a justice of the peace and was
elected to serve in the legislature of the Connecticut colony. Though he was never trained at a

law school, his self-education made him able to pass the bar exam and become a lawyer.
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Statue of Senator Roger Sherman in
the Statuary Hall Collection in the

68

New Haven, Connecticut
Roger Sherman’s Home

New Haven, Connecticut
Old Yale Library

Washington, D.C.

United States Capitol

Roger Sherman in New Haven

Sherman eventually settled in New Haven. At left is a
drawing of his home, which is no longer standing. In New
Haven, he became a judge and again served in the colony’s
legislature. He later became the town’s first mayor, serving
in that office for the rest of his life. Roger Sherman operated
a store near Yale College (now Yale University). He was also
elected treasurer of Yale. The college gave him an honorary
Master’s degree in 1768 to show appreciation for his service.

At left is a photo taken on the Yale campus around 1900.

Sherman Serves His Country

Beginning in 1774, Sherman represented Connecticut in the
First Continental Congress.In 1776 he served on the Committee
of Five, along with Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, and Robert Livingston, that drafted the Declaration
of Independence. Sherman later served on the committee that
drafted the Articles of Confederation.

When the Constitutional Convention met in Philadelphia
in 1787, Sherman again served his state and his country.
American patriot Patrick Henry called him one of the greatest
men at the convention. When representatives had a difficult
time deciding how many representatives each state would
have in the new American government, Sherman proposed
an idea now called the Great Compromise (also called the
Connecticut Compromise). He proposed that Congress be
made up of two parts or houses. The number of members
each state would have in the House of Representatives
would be based on population, while the Senate would have
two Senators from each state. This compromise helped the
representatives work through their differences and speed up
the work of writing the Constitution. Sherman wrote letters to
the New Haven Gazette encouraging his fellow Connecticuters
to ratify the new Constitution. The letters were titled, “To the

People of Connecticut from A Countryman.”



When the first U.S. Congress under the Constitution met in New York City in 1789, Sherman
was one of Connecticut’s first five members of the House of Representatives. He later became a
U.S. Senator. Sherman died in 1793 at the age of 72. On page 68 is a statue of Sherman that the
State of Connecticut placed in his honor in the United States Capitol.

The Faith, Family, and Legacy of Roger Sherman

Six years after moving from Massachusetts to Connecticut, Roger Sherman returned to the
town of his birth to marry Elizabeth Hartwell, whom he had known in his youth. Together they
had seven children. Elizabeth died when Roger was about forty years old and he remarried
three years later. His second wife Rebecca gave birth to eight more children.

Roger Sherman’s daughter Martha married Jeremiah Day, a Congregationalist minister
who became president of Yale University. Sherman’s youngest daughter Sarah married Samuel
Hoar who became a Congressman from Massachusetts. Another daughter Rebecca married
Simeon Baldwin who became a Congressman from Connecticut. After Rebecca died, Simeon
Baldwin married Elizabeth, another of Roger Sherman’s daughters. Sherman’s descendants
continued to serve their country for generations as seen in the chart below.

Roger Sherman was a man of deep and humble faith in God. He wrote sermons which
revealed details of his faith. In his late sixties he published “A Short Sermon on the Duty of

Self-Examination Preparatory to Receiving the Lord’s Supper.” Thomas Jefferson once said

of Roger Sherman that he “never

said a foolish thing in his life.” Descendants of Roger Sherman Serve Their Country

John Adams described him as Grandsons

“honest as an angel.” See Sherman William Maxwell Evarts, Senator from New York, Secretary

. of State under President Rutherford B. Hayes
memorial below.

Roger Sherman Baldwin, Senator from Connecticut,
Governor of Connecticut

George Frisbie Hoar, U.S. Congressman and Senator from
Massachusetts

Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar, U.S. Congressman from
Massachusetts

Great-Grandsons
Rockwood Hoar, U.S. Congressman from Massachusetts
Sherman Hoar, U.S. Congressman from Massachusetts

Simeon Eben Baldwin, Governor of Connecticut

Great-Great-Grandson
New Haven, Connecticut
Memorial to Roger Sherman Henry Sherman Boutell, U.S. Congressman from Illinois
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Benjamin Harrison, Ancestor of Presidents

Benjamin Harrison V wasasigner of the Declaration of Independence. Two of his descendants
rose to the highest office in the land, President of the United States. Benjamin Harrison V was
born in 1726 in Virginia into a family that had been deeply involved in civic life. He attended

William and Mary College, but left without graduating so that he could oversee his family’s

plantation following the death of his father.
Descendants of Benjamin Harrison V

Harrison was elected to the Virginia House Serve Their Country

of Burgesses when he was twenty-three years

old and served there until 1775. At first he was

Sons

1 h loni , Carter Bassett Harrison, U.S. Congressman
reluctant to see the colonies separate from from Virginia
Great Britain; but when tensions between the William Henry Harrison, U.S. Congressman
colonies and the mother country increased, from Ohio, U.S. Senator from Ohio, President
Harrison became a strong supporter of the | ©f the United States
revolution. Beginning in 1774, Harrison Grandsons

represented Virginia in the First Continental | John Scott Harrison, U.S. Congressman from
Congress. He later served as Governor of the Ohio

State of Virginia. When a convention was held Great-Grandson

in Virginia to decide whether Virginia would Benjamin Harrison, U.S. Senator from Indiana,

. s . President of the United Stat
ratify the Constitution, Harrison served as a resicent of the ited States

delegate to the convention. Great-Great-Great Grandson

William Henry Harrison, U.S. Congressman

from Wyoming (his mother’s father was Alvin
family is remarkable. See chart at right to see Saunders, U.S. Senator from Nebraska)

Therecord of public service in the Harrison

ways they served.

The Faith of Harrison’s Great-Grandson
and Namesake

Harrison’s great-grandson and namesake, President
Benjamin Harrison, pictured at left, was a devout believer in
Jesus Christ. He served as a church elder for forty years and
also taught Sunday School. While serving in the Civil War, he
held nightly prayers in his tent. During the War, he wrote to
his wife, asking her to pray for him so that God would enable

him to be a good soldier of Jesus Christ and give him valor

President Benjamin Harrison, and skill so that he would honor his country and his friends.
Great-Grandson of
Benjamin Harrison V When he became President, he prayed daily before the day’s
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work began. After his death, his wife donated a Tiffany stained glass window, “Angel of the

Resurrection,” to their church in his honor. It is now in the Indianapolis Museum of Art.

What the Founders Gave Us

The Founding Fathers were intelligent men who saw a need and responded to it. They felt
strongly about the cause of freedom and were willing to risk their lives to bring it about. They
were not perfect. They had failings and they had conflicts among themselves at times over
certain issues. But as a group they sensed that the time had come to change the way nations
govern themselves. They created a remarkable system that has worked well for over two
hundred years. It has allowed and encouraged people to live up to their God-given potential
and enjoy the blessings of freedom better than any man-made system of government in the
history of the world. Our nation’s government has served as the model and inspiration for
many other countries.

Americans must remember the foundations that our Founding Fathers laid down for
us. Foundations are important. Jesus taught about the importance of building our lives on a

firm foundation when He told the parable of the wise and foolish builders.

Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them,
may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock.
Matthew 7:24

Lesson Activities
Thinking Biblically — In your notebook, write a paragraph about ways a civil servant’s faith

should influence the way he or she serves in government.

Vocabulary — In your notebook, write your own definition for each of these words: politician,
merchant, diplomat, cobbler, tension. Look in the lesson for clues for their meanings. When

you are finished writing your definitions, look in a dictionary for comparison.
Literature — Read “Letter to the Governor of Connecticut” in The Citizen’s Handbook, pages 10-11.

Creative Writing — In your notebook, make a list that answers the question, “What did the
Founding Fathers give to me?”

Picture This! — Take a photograph or draw a picture of a place or street named for a Founding
Father or a President.

Student Workbook or Lesson Review — If you are using one of these optional books, complete
the assignment for Lesson 13.
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Uncle Sam VWants

You

72

ncle Sam has been a nickname for the United States
Usince the War of 1812. During World Wars I and II,
artists drew pictures of Uncle Sam on posters. The posters
encouraged Americans to help their country. Read the ones
at left. Many men and women joined the military, while other
citizens collected scrap metal and rubber, worked in factories
to make supplies for the military, grew food for soldiers far
away, or did countless other things to help. They did these
things to fulfill their civic responsibilities as American citizens,
just as the Founding Fathers had done.

We are using “Uncle Sam Wants You!” as the title of this
lesson to teach you ways citizens can serve and to encourage
you to fulfill your civic responsibilities. American citizens
have the freedom — and the responsibility — to be involved
in their communities, states, and country. In the words of

President John F. Kennedy:

Ask not what your country can do for you —ask what
you can do for your country.

Citizens can help in many ways. Some choose a government
career. Many work hard and pay taxes. Sometimes local, state,
and Federal governments ask specific citizens to do certain
things and sometimes governments require them to do so.
Some citizens run for an elected office. Many citizens vote and

many volunteer.



Working for the Government or Working in the Private Sector

What do you want to be when you grow up? Do you want to be a barber, a mechanic, a
pharmacist, a Marine, an engineer, a plumber, or a law enforcement officer? Some of these
occupations, like Marine and law enforcement officer, are obviously government jobs. A
Marine works for the Federal government, but people trained in law enforcement can work
in any level of government. Here are a few possibilities. They can be police officers for the
local government, highway patrol officers for the state, or agents of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. Marines, law enforcement officers, and millions of other government employees
work in the public sector. They receive government paychecks.

Workers who do not have government jobs work in the private sector. A plumber who
works for a small business owner, a mechanic working for a car dealer, a barber who owns his
own barber shop, a pharmacist who owns his own drugstore, and an engineer who works for
a corporation, all work in the private sector.

However, people in each of those professions could also choose a job in the public sector.
Government at each level uses the services of plumbers. A mechanic could repair school buses
for a city or, as seen in the photo below, he could refurbish planes for the U.S. Air Force. A
barber or a pharmacist could work in a Federal veterans hospital. A pharmacist could also do
research for the government. In the photo at left below is William R. Carter, who worked as a
government pharmacist for forty years.

Engineers work in many government agencies. One example is the National Aeronautics

and Space Administration (NASA). A NASA engineer is pictured at the top of page 74.

William R. Carter worked for the
Federal government as a pharmacist
for forty years. Carter worked in
a laboratory where he helped test
whether bandages were sterile.
This mechanic is inspecting a plane that is being refurbished at an
Air Force base in Arizona.
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While many Americans
believe that our government
is too large and too expensive,
there are many government
jobs that few of us would
want eliminated. If we have
an accident, we want a police
officer in a hurry. When we
see a traffic light that isn't
working, we want it to be
repaired. When a child is
born, we want our state to

issue a birth certificate. When

Huntsville, Alabama
NASA Engineer Examines Space Telescope at the Marshall Space Flight Center

we go to government offices to get a marriage license, a license plate for our car, or a driver’s

license, we want them to have enough employees so that we do not have to wait long.

Below the license plates on page 75 is a photo of the first woman in Washington, D.C.

to obtain a motorcycle license. In the box below, read details about a birth certificate and a

marriage license from the late nineteenth century.

Legal Documents That Families Need

Marriage is a legal relationship between a man and a woman,
so states require them to get a marriage license. When a baby
is born, his or her birth is recorded in the child’s birth state.
Here are examples of each from the late nineteenth century.

At top right is the birth certificate of Bessie Bland, who was
born in New York City in 1899. Her mother was Rose Hannah
Moonay Bland, who was seventeen years old when Bessie was
born. Rose, too, was born in New York City. Bessie’s father
was Andrew Bland. He was twenty-two when Bessie was
born. Andrew was born in Ireland.

At lower right is the marriage license of future President
William Howard Taft and Helen Herron, married in Hamilton
County, Ohio, in 1886. The license required Taft to state that
he was over twenty-one years old and that Helen was over
eighteen and that they were “not of nearer relation to each
other than that of second cousin”. The license was signed by
the groom, a probate judge, a deputy clerk, and the minister
who performed the marriage. The minister referred to himself
as “a minister of the gospel.”
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For our system of government to work, we need citizens
who are willing to work in government jobs. However, private
sector jobs help Americans, too, because it is the private
businesses in America that make our economy strong. Our
government could not operate without the money earned in
the private sector, because taxes paid on income earned in the
private sector pays for our government.

One way that you can serve your community, state, and
country is by becoming a responsible citizen who works to
earn a living, whether your job is a public one or a private
one. Another way to serve is to be the parent in a family who
takes care of the home and children so that the other parent

has time to work and earn a living.

Serving When Appointed to Serve

Some positions in government are filled by people who are
appointed. Sometimes they are paid and sometimes they are
not. A mayor may appoint a citizen to serve on the board of
a city-owned hospital. A Governor may appoint someone to
serve on a committee to improve the quality of a state’s water.
A President may appoint a citizen to serve as an Ambassador
to a foreign country. See photos of two Ambassadors at
right. People are not required to say yes when appointed to
a position, but our government needs people who are willing

to serve.

Running for Office and Voting

America needs citizens who are willing to make the
sacrifices necessary to be elected to various offices, from a seat
on the town council to the President of the United States. When
a candidate decides to run, he knows that his many hours of
work and sacrifice may be rewarded with victory, but he also
knows that he could lose. See photo on page 76 of presidential
candidate John McCain and vice presidential candidate Sarah
Palin. After working hard to get elected in 2008, they lost to
Barack Obama and Joe Biden.

Collectible License Plates

Washington, D.C.

In 1937 Mrs. Sally Halterman became
the first woman in Washington, D.C.,

to be granted a license to drive a

motorcycle. She was 4 feet 11 inches

tall and weighed only 88 pounds.

Joseph Kennedy, father of future

President John F. Kennedy, served as

U.S. Ambassador to Great Britain

In 2010 President Barack Obama
appointed Terence McCulley as
U.S. Ambassador to Nigeria.
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Each American citizen can consider
whether he should become a candidate
himself. If not, he can appreciate those who
are willing to run, and he can help those he
supports to get elected. Citizens can also vote
for the candidates they believe will do the best
job. In Units 5-9, we learn about the American
election process and about leaders who have

been elected.

Serving When Our Government

Says We Must

Vice Presidential Candidate Sarah Palin
(behind microphones) and Presidential
Candidate John McCain (to her left), 2008

Let’s look at some examples of times that our government